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HOW YOU HAPPENED TO RECEIVE THIS BOOK 


Tokyo Bay 
1 Novenber 19^5 


MEMORANDUM TO ALL CVE OFFICERS AND MM 

It will probably be of interest to you to hear how this book happened 
to be printed and how you received a copy. 

Each of our carriers made hundreds of excellent photographs which have 
been collected for the official record as a complete pictorial account of 
the part which the combatant escort carriers played in the war against Japan, 
Many of these pictures contained highly secret information that prior to the 
surrender of Japan could not be released, as soon as the war was over and 
this restriction removed, it was decided to publish a book so that all of us 
who served in the CVE*s could have a pictorial record of our service in the 
Pacific, 


Our Logistics Officer, Comdr, Price Gilbert, Jr. volunteered to compile 
and edit a book of these pictures. The original idea was to sell the book at 
cost to each man who wanted one but this involved enormous difficulties in 
collecting the money, since our ships were scattered from Attu to the Aast 
Indies and from Japan to the United States, These and other problems provoked 
endless discussion among the members of my StalT, and particularly between 
Gilbert and his roommate, Lt. Comdr, Richfcird J, Reynolds, Navigator of the 
Flagship U.S.S. MAKIN ISLiil^B. 

Because of the many difficulties, we had almost decided to abandon the 
idea when Lt. Comdr. Reynolds solved our problem for us. He offered to pay 
personally the cost of publication and distribution of the book, and this 
generous offer was accepted. He had served in the MAKIN ISLAND from the day 
it was commissioned until the end of the v/ar and wanted to make this friendly 
gesture to the men and officers with whom he bud served. 

Copies will be mailed to all men v/hose names end addresses have been 
submitted by their ships through official channels. 


To iieynolds and Gilbert I take the liberty of extending the thanks of 
all the men and officers v/ho receive this excellent pictorial story of the 
Lscort Carrier Force. 



T. DURGI 
Rear Admiral , 
Commander Escort 


!N, 

ier Force. 




WWW 

Digitized by 


w w w w 

Google 


w w 


wwwwwwww 


★ w w w w w 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 














fliPn^nl Pnihiir'l ^ro^ tty 

ifrm hath hotffid ' ^ tcav(^ 

hifitf St itte pti^hty oa>Qtldt^pv^ ^ ^ 

in’i^U- v^iifkddi^d litdil<i^%^pi 
(} tmnp w5 tvhen we vry io f/wc 
F^r- w pp.ril on- tki^ pyiif 




Digitized by 


To Our Shipmates who gave their lives 
for Victory in the Pacific 


Google 


Original frem 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 


★ ★ ★ 


CONTENTS 


★ ★ 


★ ★ 


★ 


★ 


★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 


Page 


ORGANIZATION OF THE ESCORT CARRIER FORCE 10 

THE STORY OF THE CVE’s 12 

The Fleet at Anchor — Ulithi Atoll 14 

PREPARING FOR INVASION D-DAY MINUS SEVEN 16 

The Fleet Gets Underway D-Day Minus Six 20 

Signals Fly — and Signals Flash 22 

FLIGHT OPERATIONS D-DAY MINUS SIX 24 

Take-off 28 

Happy Landing 36 

Stormy Weather 40 

Crash Landing 42 


LIFE AT SEA IN AN ESCORT CARRIER 

EN ROUTE TO THE INVASION AREA D-DAY MINUS FIVE .... 48 

Scenes on Deck / . . 60 

Relax When You Can 64 

Fueling at Sea 70 

D-DAY MINUS FOUR — TOMORROW WE STRIKE 72 

Briefing the Pilots and Crew 73 

Loading the Planes 74 

Dawn Take-off 78 

THE WINDING ROAD TO TOKYO 82 

AMPHIBIOUS INVASION 83 

Notes on the Lingayen Gulf Operation 83 

Notes on the Iwo Jima Operation 85 

Notes on the Okinawa Operation 87 

On the Radio 86 


THREE DAYS OF BOMBARDMENT D-DAY MINUS THREE 


D-DAY MINUS TWO D-DAY MINUS ONE 90 

Softening Up the Beachheads 94 

Neutralizing Enemy Airfields 97 

Combat Air Patrol 98 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



* 


★ ★ 


CONTENTS 


ir 


ir ir ir 


★ ★ ★ 


★ 


★ ★ 


★ ★ 


D-DAY 

The Marines Have Landed 

Casualties Are Heavy 

D-Day Plus One 

THE CVE’s CRUISE OFF SHORE D-DAY PLUS TEN 

Off Duty in the Ready Room 

D-Day Plus Thirty 

GENERAL QUARTERS 

“Man All Battle Stations” 

Flash-Proof Clothing 

KAMIKAZE (SUICIDE) ATTACK 

A Bad Night Off Iwo Jima 

The USS BISMARCK SEA Goes Down 

Kerama Retto (“Kamikaze Corner”) 

Suicide Attack on USS SANGAMON 

USS NATOMA BAY Takes a Kamikaze 

AIR SUPPORT CONTINUES 

D-Day Plus Fifty 

D-Day Plus Seventy 

D-Day Plus Ninety 

Success Story 

Above and Beyond the Call of Duty 

AFTER THE BATTLE — SCENES ON LAND . . . 

Natives on Okinawa 

Prisoners of War 

Surrender of the Ryukyus 

FUN ON A FLAT TOP 

Crossing the Line 

The Women’s Reserve 

Lay Aft the Liberty Party 

Mog Mog 

JAPAN 

United Nations Prisoners of War Set Free .... 

Liberty in Japan 

At the End of the Road 


★ 


★ 


Page 

★ 

. 104 


. 108 


. 110 

★ 

. 112 


. 114 


. 115 

it 

. 116 

★ 

. 120 


. 121 


. 124 


. 126 

it 

. 130 


. 131 

it 

. 132 


. 136 

it 

. 142 

it 

. 144 


. 144 


. 146 

it 

. 148 


. 150 

it 

. 154 

it 

. 156 


. 158 

it 

. 162 


. 167 

★ 

. 168 


. 168 

it 

. 172 


. 174 

★ 

. 176 

★ 

. 180 


. 181 

it 

. 182 


. 183 

★ 


★ 

★ 


Digitized by uooQle 


Original frem 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



FLEET ADMIRAL CHESTER £ NIMIT^ 




\... 


Comman(i«r in Chief* U>'.S. l*eeifie..Piee1 






\ ■ ; 




Go<- 



:, v:^.^^•^>;•' 5 "v--;x-^# 


f " •;. ■ iAiW '■■ ••■■ ' >-• • - ■'• . --V.- itfV 

iy,».-:-*;;,!.v..;/: -.r . .. . ;;-.. 0 : ■: 

■ ^ " y. •' - • • '-■- ■-•''■• ■■ V- 

•v,.' 'i :^,-s'‘V.-K ,*.. ? V- - *^ --:. '. ,.' .•■■ ■’ ■• ■ 


Original from 


sv ,, tiWlVERSiTY OF Mi 


Cincpac File 


UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
AND PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF 


2k September 1945* 


The story of the escort aircraft carriers is like 
a stoiy with a surprise ending. When the United States 
began to build them^ there was a definite purpose in 
view — fighting off submarines and escorting convoys. 
But as the war progressed, the small carrier demon- 
strated surprising versatility. It became a great 
deal more than its name implies. 

From a purely defensive measure, the escort 
carrier emerged as an offensive weapon. In each of 
our operations from Tarawa to Okinawa, naval air- 
craft were over our anphibious forces continuously. 

Kany of these planes came from the decks of the es- 
cort carriers — the so-called “jeeps” — which stood 
offshore for long periods in the most difficult cir- 
cumstances. In heavy weather, against heavy enemy 
aircraft attack, and even in the face of the heaviest 
guns of the enemy fleet at Leyte, the escort carriers 
of the Pacific Fleet bore a heavy responsibility for 
the safety of our beachheads and the air support of 
our forces ashore during the critical days after the 
landings. 

To the officers and men udio made such success 
possible, I send a hearty “Well Done”. 



Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet 
and Pacific Ocean Areas 
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THE CVE’S 

The Battle for Leyte Gulf gave the Eseurt Aircraft Carrier in 

Navy language) the reimtatioh of a formidable fighting ship, Diir- 
ing the actiori olf Samar IslaiKl in October* 194%^ in the Battle for 
Leyte GulL a handful of escort earrierii, tinder the overaB 
of Rear Aduiiral T. L. Spragiie* and their screening destraycrs, enV 
gaged a major Japanese task force Utr more than two hours in broad 
dayl ight. Although their cause seemed hopeless, they fought k he' 
role and successful hattleyinflicthig heavy damage on the Japam*!^e 
forces. Two CVE’^ were lost tn this aelioi^ fhe GAMBIER B AY and 
the SAINT La 

This battle called aUeiition to the development of the CVE into a 
coinbaf type. As tlie name implies, these ships were originally con* 
ceived for escwl and plane-ferry duty. Strictly a development of 
World War II. they were built to fill a desperate need for an effec- 
tive weapon to meet the , submarine tuenace in the AUanbe and to 
extend and protect the long supply lines in the Padfie. They eotild 
he easily and ijuiekly converted or mass produced from merchant 
hulls. In the four years of the war, more ihau tme hundred escort 
carriers were hiiilt, many of them for the British* At one lime they 
were sliding down the ways at ihe rale of one a week. 

The GVE^s: have fulfilled their original purpose and more. Not only 
have they ferried the planes and escorted the fleet oilers and troop 
transpofis^ hut they have played a nolahte part in mosjt major oiteh- 
sive operations in iiolh the Atlantic aiKl the Padfic. The task of 
the coutliat CVE's has been to furnisit fighter protei^tion ami 
air support to our invasion forces, including spotting for naval gun* 
fire, artillejry observation andjitrikes aga nearby eneiiiy air bases. 

Anlj-sulnnarine warfare in both oceans has heen almost ex chisiveh 
lhc^ escort carriers and the destroyers and de- 

stroyer-eseorls working wilh thdn/ The Battle of the Atlantic wa? 



one of the most critical phases of the war. When 
the German submarines threatened to cut the sup- 
ply lines to England and Russia in 1942 a small 
force of CVE’s formed hunter-killer groups for of- 
fensive action against the U-Boats. They were 
large^v responsible for the gradual elimination of 
the submarine threat. The BLOCK ISLAND was 
s^l^ by a sub and the BOGUE and the CARD 
received Presidential Citations for their effective 
work. 

The four ships of the SANGAMON Class sup- 
ported the North African invasion in November, 
1942. Two years later two American CVE’s joined 
seven British CVE’s to furnish air cover for the 
invasion of Southern France. 

In the Pacific the spectacular raids of the large Fast 
Carrier task groups tended to overshadow the oper- 
ations of the Escort Carriers, but as our amphibi- 
ous landings carried the American Flag through 
the Gilberts, the Marshalls, the Marianas, the Car- 
olines and the Philippines, the smaller carriers 
grew in number and experience. They played an 
increasingly important role in support of the troops 
on land permitting the larger ships to broaden the 
scope of their activities. 


sibility for the combat air patrols over the beach- 
heads and direct support missions. 

To our troops on the beachheads of the Pacific, the 
Wildcat, Hellcat and Corsair fighters and Avenger 
Torpedo bombers of the CVE’s became a familiar 
and welcome sight. In addition to protecting the 
troops from enemy air attack, these planes bomb- 
ed, rocketed and strafed enemy positions a few 
hundred yards in advance of our troops. They at- 
tacked fuel and supply dumps and enemy troop 
concentrations. They sprayed the land areas with 
DDT and dropped food and ammunition to isolated 
troops. Meanwhile they had to protect their own 
base, the carriers cruising a few miles off shore. 
The technique of continuous, close air support 
called for specialists and they developed this speci- 
alty to a high degree. 

This left the Fast Carriers free to range at will to 
strike the Japanese homeland or the China Coast 
while the CVE’s carried on at the beachhead. Al- 
though the latter lacked the speed of the large car- 
riers, this was no handicap against a fixed target, 
and three CVE’s with thirty planes each could 
launch and land planes three times as fast as one 
large carrier with ninety planes. 


In December, 1944, the Escort Carrier Force was 
formed as a separate command for those CVE’s as- 
signed to combat duty. In the invasion of Luzon, 
Iwo Jima and Okinawa the Escort Carrier Force 
worked in close cooperation with the Army and 
Marine Corps Troops, usually assuming full respon- 
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The CVE’s have earned their right to a place in 
Naval history. Navy men call them “jeep carriers” 
and the public calls them ‘^baby flat tops”, but at 
the time of the Japanese surrender, the Escort Car- 
rier Force was capable of launching an attack of 
a thousand planes. 
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Tile three mvasjons were aloiotiit a con- 
imuouF operation for the E»cort Ciat- 
riers! After Iwo Jima, we h^d only ten 
days at anchor in IJlilhi AtoU lo pre- 
pare for tlie invasion of Oldnawa. This 
left HQ iCmc'for resl^ r^erealion- Men 
\v^re lucky to ^et one tri|i ashore for 
three or four hours, to drjnk a little 
beer or in the tfeacherows waters 
of the narrow: coral reef Wh/ch forms 
this aloIL ^ . 

Day and night we loaded animunition^ 
provisions, aviation supplies^ airplantes 
and the thousand oilier iteros of naval 
Stofes- We loaded *^Gr^sshppper” air- 
planes for delivery to tlte Marine oh- 


The story of the war in the Padfic is 
a story of one atnphUjious irvvasion 
after another on the winding road to 
TokyOc In this book we tell the story 
—in pictures— of ^^tteh an invasion and 
the. pan played by the Escort Carriers- 
how iye lived and worked and fought 
as our little Carrjera cruised a few mSes 
off the. beachheads* Here itre some of 
the things we saw, but couldnT ivrile 
home about 

This is the story of the in vasions of LU- 
ZON. IWO JIM A and OKfNAWA* 
Each time our major job w^s the same, 
to furnish close air support to the 
troops lighliiig on land. 


Au Escort Auer aft Carrier 


















servers oil land- We took On DDT 
solution for spraying ibe isl^kiid from 
tbe air to prevent disease^ packaged 
food and amtiiunition to be dropped by 
parachute to isolate^ on land^ 

and bombs I oaded w'itb p r o p a g an tl a 
leaflets to be scattered over the Japa- 
nese troops. Engine room crews 
clanged piston tfUgSM Bojilers were 
cooled hardly long triton gb for emer- 
gency re|)airs, ■ 

Die fact tbaf 

oilic at this {lo;iting 

nur f OH tided only by ii Uart ow 
coral ah*{\ with nu tadlilic'* on s|j ore . 


was one of the greatest accomplish' 
nients of the Pacific war^^ a tribute 

to the excellent organization and work 
of the Service Force, for we were an- 
chored 7000 miles west of San Fran- 
cisco. In fact, we were west of Tokyo 
within easy reach of Japanese planes 
on the surrounding islands- We were 
reninided of this several nights hcf ore 
W'^ left when a Jap suicide plane^wdtli- 

oUr waToing. crabbed into the V',' S- S. 
RA!\ru t| 1*1 f - one of oUr i a rgt: ^ I ail d 
tU-West Vtirrievs. wtiic It l»uriicd ti^iyc^jy 
thrOHiulmiit the night We loaded ?up‘ 
|dic- lii the Ji*;h! ui there* Elaioes- 
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PREPARING FOR INVASION 


THE FLEET GETS UNDERWAY 


READY FOR A FIGHT 


E##fott ilat)tiers.isoriie from m i.*oLiiinn of shipi 


eii route to bla^fcllie invasion beaches. 


Baillewa^ons a»4 Clrniifters cel fcjn4erH'ay 
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FLIGHT OPERATIONS 


Ovef the loudepeakecs coines tlje command ~ ail qaariers 

itandby to launch aiceraft."^" A Combat Air Patrol ,»f fighter 
planer ig kept overhead at all tinier when onr jiihipa arein range of chtany 
planes. An anti-snbmatine patrol of torpedo honibers searches stirrotmd- 
hag Wafers for Jap subs, Meanwhile th^ ships steer a asig^zag course to 
confuse any subinarine in their path. 


statiohs 



PilotB come tip ladder from rlieir ready room -"da doublp'\ brui^int^ 

(ibarf board #iavi|iatibiial irtioruiatidu. They max Bed dmit catr 

nor a;<amior several bo.arf*, but flmy know #herc it will be wlifn the time comfe# 

. V";’-./;V:ic _ lor ^hetr .• 

' -■ . . .- ^ ..'-.origii 
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FLIGHT OPERATIONS 


DAY MINUS SIX 


The Turret Gunner Ita? close quart e'rs. Statiotae<J h^low 
hW in the belly of the frlane is the Ha^iqntan who aper- 
alea the tail gun and c3oftiplelC8 the ilifefe iiiiari 
the TBM---Grimiinan torpedo plane oh^'^aH S. 
aircraft carriera. 
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FLIGHT OPERATIONS 


AVUrft!.iJ %biHr^ \F' to Oh* li'ltc-viJ J'iib Mp if 
bfiad^ itHb tji<X; lh»t (1 h* «orinal 

l)loi>>ipg 4oi\% %b*^ i]<^ili; i]f^ 
fo ilie plaae. to i W* pkiPe tHU^t Win 

600 ffct*!/ V . 





With Jiik'ht wind tjonditian^ or heavy seas the small deck of an Escort Carrier is 
nbl ideal for tJic of heavily Joaded planes- Therefore iJhe catapfift |s usetl 

for most take-off?? on l|ies^ ships* This remarkable machitie operated by com ^ 
pressed air pulls the plane foru^ard at a rapidly accelerating rate by means of a 
wdre .cable and catapults the plane iijlo the air. Thespeedpf the pl^e ri^ from 
0 to to kiiola in a space of 60 leet. Plane? can even he catapulted from a ship 

atanchor. V 
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Tifiirpeflo ffclaiifc <iia frofn. ilie Caitipiilt 

i)/FiGt*ri . T’lie eflgipB. ^ inj^ f ull Vlii!;^ % i rf^ cable w li icb Avitl pall lire 

plane fortvarU wt^^t^^^^ Tlic plane ami vniw bavik? li'raceil tl to witliBtaiul 

Mcc uf tbe coiiiph'wd air inuebijit; ast ibe planf^ Icapj^ forward with 

'■■■' 'A'Toar^^; , ■' : -. ■ 







fusHtowsahons 


WILDCAT FIGHTERS AIRBORNE 



X <3ivi&ion of tm paU'o'l oV^er fowtition of tiliips. If cweaiay 

piles' irppc^^Iu lh foporls Iiy riiMifi frnin ihe Fi^l>l('rt-Dire^^ 

' f|(t« >H*P^ JicIa^V-: ;..' -'C - 
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FLIGHT OPERATIONS 


TORPEDO BOMBERS ON PATROL 


Tlio. NttvyV-fan3!t»v& TBiVr*3 Torpedo planes in foririation* They can release 20CK) pmfnd 
UtrptHh»e» or LpiifL^ scrvcral different siaes. and they can stay in the air tm 7 0r K 
hoiir^i if , This f» plane which, operating from Escort Carriers, and co- 

operating with 4rslroyei‘S, Overcame Uxe Cenn'an snbraarinc menace in the Aflantie ancl 
pOJsViidc llic/iaya?dou of Geriiiany, 
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,^?s yjfOffV i*<lu^>^fr^ j»ir^«rfriai<!ln$ are it(k^e t« t^iui ibe H^ liicb 

'b;>vi[? >i« ftitv aii^ iii6 s^viiral li4Hin* oi^U buv»> |fij?K hy llit- 

Jb; AVv^'< ^9 •>r 4hipc. 

A.U; hr dear tbi; 


?i* part af the Jecb far lajimHii^g^. 
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FLISHT OPERATIONS 


PREPARING TO LAND AIRCRAFT 


PiaiJe& W Lie lauded etart circling; the eljip wUile ou hridj^e, l|i^ CaptAiti (at 
top), and the CMficer tin^^h eap) make prep ^tartohs lur ihe iandm"> 

The J»ldp tr headetT Ihta ibe wind as fi w'as ior take-uffs/ derfc i« rlear 
Tor landing. Eyery ma« ifl »lyW at hiV station lor this is the most criiieal phase 
of the oper»rkm of anVairr^aft earrior// . 




FLIGHT OPERATIONS 


HAPPY LANDING 


Fi|;;)iter plane “in ihe 
coraing iii to land% 
Tbt> Landing Signal Offi- 
<?.er guides ibc plane with 
lii^ and waves him off 

to again if he is loo 

high* too low or too far fo 
one is a tense 

moinehl for file pilot ami 
for every. jtoau ou d^wk.v, . , 


( Bdow ) — The L a n din g 
Signal Olheer has given the 
pilot a Bignal, mean^ 

ing ^tYour positkm is Q.K.. 
cut your throille’\ The 
plane hegips fo settle to 
tlie deck- 
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FLIGHT OPERATIONS 


The instant the plilite cornea lo ft atop the ^hook release meit’’ disengage the arresting: 
cable ami the plane ia taitied fomarS rapidly to niake room for the ne^ plaire which 
hy iim time has alino*^ teaebcd the alem of the gliipi 



FLIGHT OPERATl ONS 


Tilts a 

apptodiRif* Vo Iht^ ^lip 
aud the. Landing Sigual 
Officet waved liira 
off tty P*!®' . 

may niake several ae- * 

tempts before being ab 
lewed ui land but Tct- 
BTati pilots u«?iially laml 
in qitiek success^n, Tbe 
cflicient operation of a 
carrier calh for tapui 
take-offs and landing 
ivith ntmimuni time in^ 
terval between plahnit^ 
Long delay i? may carry 
tbe ship Jar off course 
for it niusf turn into the 
wind for ffight opera. 

d J.ess nf iia 


tioni 


tegar 

murse^ 


Every possibje precau- 
iion is taken for the 
safety of pilot and 
plane, this Fire lighter 
in asbestos suit stands 
ready in case a crasU is 
followed byr fire. The 
wire cables exfce n ding 
across tile deck form a 
fle^^ihle “barrier*’ which 
will slop the plane if \t 
corhes in. too ft^t or if 
fhn tail hook fails to en* 
gaiger one of the .arrest- 
ihgcablcsA 





UNfV'iRSlt^f^ 


siirall carri$*rs -roir ^ itch with the «weil hf lhe« and l aud mgs 

ly iflircc^ are near or if our Itoops ou land arc f^hiig for ai i&uppoft. 


This §» a htiad-ou vie^ the carri«;r ahdve i^Jth “its po8c? dowp in 
A neither car bdiiutt with her bow high iii il 


lieavv, s,ea and. the flight deck' altnost 


,, ,,, j .. ^ _ 

FLiGHt OPERATlOhiS 


‘ ^’V . 

' ;V' Y-Si ,'i 


Ship rolls' u> , starboard, 
in a 4# many 

idanes as possible are 
c a r r i eil . b e 1 n w to the 
hangar deek for pmtec- 
tiofi, leaviiVg tHt! for^ 
ward part of: tbe dci^k 
eleart 


m 

^ v.^t; 


w- 


STORMY WEATHER 








<- I 


PI aw r* s «/i> f f »J|: 1 1 i p. b t 
deft% b^v>/ b«^j{-.fei'Ux^d 
wifb kue:^ \iHfJ r^tfd»>^ la 
ihtjvi be- 

in^ '.'V i* i»d b 1 o w li 






Go 





•' /s -i 


' .'-‘riyii - h- 





1 %| 


» t . 


lli xhis oiiusual accideirt ^ llie |>lane: cbews into the redwood deck 

piankitig and »|>li*iters fly* 


the take-off. Etlgihe iraoble Or eotupult failure sometimes rtieans 
te but the pilot is u^oally: rei^cued promptly by a destroyer. 


*‘Irt tlie driitk” on 
the loss of a. plat 












Cofftair fighter comes in too fasU strikes the wire barrier and is about to f jurn 
over on its back. 


“^Asbestos Joe'' and Fjre-Fighters rush in 
turned over on Ju back. 





fUSm OPERATIONS 


IR^OjW^ 4tvr!f ifilCf tXi 6f 

ibrw: llitmfif Troiu 

a;^uri4?fio«soii whilv? 
iof -k ^tnin 


lii- icrjflenlirtt- 

V relfrikeil oil 4<^ck 

pffcHic rftturb^ idoliz- 
ing tojs'gtoii.- "tliifi ?> 









FLIGHT OPERATIONS 


Fightt’V coiiVing in tno faAj i'rastinH tbrnugh barrio*" «fi<l wrrrkB three other [ilaiies parked 





FLIGHT OPERATIONS 


THREE VIEWS QF AN ACCIDENT 






CoTfiihg in t p o li i g h Thi^ I”, 
Wildcat f ai T« to calc h a < i '( 
wire (li? tail hoo.k, *,■ 
tTears tht? Ua^'rier* sailk 
past nhe bridge and te ■ ‘ 
beadedi far ifoiible. . : , ; *V 


TOO FAST 


Runaway plane piles ifilo 
other pi a n og pa rked on 
bow. : 


After u recking the other 
plane*? b stops a 
few: inches from the end of 
the llight fleck " 







LIFE AT SEA IN AN ESCORT CARRIER 

EN ROUTE TO THE INVASION AREA 


A iarrunuft Englisli Ailmiral dnce sa«l^r/‘l;;4i:a^ 
in Wartime' consists of long hount of ulter‘ InWeilom 
punHuatetf by a f^^ mofnent? of esVlreme frlgTti V-: 
Men on a carciei: are bu»?y lo l?e: l>bre<L- TUy 
operalion of aircraft iit t be purpose of a catricr 
Imt tte operation of ihe :^lup iii-sl beeawir 

ibe ftoaHng airfieW mu<»t be. r^arried to the target. 
A eWrrto !« a «roall eiiy wtcU pov^er plant. W ater 
system, reMaiirants, stores, sewage ‘system^ barber 
sliopSf tailors, i a uai dry. eh arch, filling stations^ 
hospital, drug store, soda founiahi, lihta.ry and 
living eoinpartaiepts. The t "a plain H the Alayor 
but thera is im Gity Cooncil far bis srord is Law; 


Xbc piciUTC^s^ wbiidi foi are a cross t^fW^tion of lif^^ 
at e«,'a in an EM*ort Carrier eii rotilo Utthe 
of j a |;ui ne»y ter ril Wry . Tb is is j us! a plot u re of life led 
by a tlmiijia.nd ineto .performing a thousand task?. 
Tbey Jfv»* in jv home of steeb wliteh is rolling and 
piiidiing wuli The sea^ bumniing vid die sound of 
the '^bipV niaehifiery^ and roaring with the soiinil 
pf airplane erj'^lcrey* The carrier » a compWx pfr 
gamzatiun of mtm'Hnd machines, but each machtne 
.has its inastfcr and each man has liis order's. The. 
palm performance of thities assignedv Without con- 
fiisicd) or pxeitement, is str shown iu these 

picln'reM. , _ '■ ■ ■ 


Marlihspike seamanship; fashions a fender as il has he.cn done for 


ears, 






01^1 man wiiU a 
(xtef* t h e na i & ntti y 


room, 


15oj.lor> ooU f>D fi i ac^ 
mu*t oi»?k*aif‘ for 
oj>my whhou^ 

i(yti jtftr ii/Opiilturt 
ilsusi ii»»Vvr ioro. 
iog iniirfS ii>t vImv 
«' htp iif fit >ifa. 
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EN ROUTE TO THE INVASION AREA 


CLEAN SWIEFDOWN FORE AND AFT 


when the bo<?nn pij)e«^-**CJe«n f*weepcittvm fore and alt' 


Seamen «weep the hangar deck; 



mm 


EN ROUTE TO THE 
INVASION AREA 


Cleaning tke flight 4eck. 


Many shipboard firea hjayc 
been made irpore danger- 
one by ihe burning of the 
paint on the biilkheada. 
Chipping palm is not the 
most pleasant of jobs. 












The iSiivtgator (md bii qua>>^., 
IfinnH^ter i^hicrt tU<^ 

iliglit r>< pVaneV^f: 
Icftve^ ibeoliip tite ISiayigotor : 
mu&\ esfitwale wliere llte 

'■ 

Vill lie whcji iiui jdanee 
turn ^veral huun? latti:, Ijf 
ttarraw walere, aiid off encrn^' '( 
*horcB ilic Navi^i^alors job 

mfl»y turife-: 

init# ihe 'vrind to laiinch 
land planer* ami coi^taiit 8l^- ^ 
Xiaggipj^ to avoid euemy aub- 
ditacks-. 


Before a 


nuanne 


Officer of Ihe Deck aiartdiog 



6N ROUTE TO THE INVASION AREA 


MEDICAL PEFARTMENT 


The aor^eoii tsd ah 
airirhh carnet 
after ih^ UU of 
1<K10 jorieii, idcl tiding 
&Ui‘gicai opeica tipna, 
Wpimds^ and jnjtiiies, 
bni 

arc ft bealtb^’* lot* A 
ship at sea is isolated 
from moat sources of 
contagion and infec* 
lion. In the Sonih Fa- 
cifie the heat rMh 
canned by working be- 
low dcdka in the hii- 
irnii tropical climaie 
is one of the most fre- 
quent p hy $i€Al dSs- 
comforu,^^ . 


Escort Carriers nsuab 
ly carry two doctors 
and one deniistv Jo 
battle the dentist 
helps ihc doctors take 
care of their medical 
duties, • 





EN ROUTE TO THE INVASION AREA 


IN^^THE PILOTHOUSE 


In tK# piiothonfee^ the lieliu)?mian keepi? tIh:? ship on dark tiip[ht«v 

mth close (onnatioii, ihere will he ironbte imlese each %hip 

an exact pohition widi relation ’ 


EN ROUTE TO THE INVASION AREA 


GUNNERY PRACTICE 



Long hours of anti-aircraft gunnery practice prepare these men for the few 
brief seconds when they either hit or get hit by Japanese suicide planes. 


.qigntli-!:: by COt. 


frcm 

uNiV-ni OF r-^^ICHIGAN 
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EN ROUTE TO THE INVASION AREA 


It takes a lot of food to 
feed 4 t h o ti s ao <i oiea^ 
Refrigerated spaoca en- 
able the Escort Carriers 
to keep fr^h lueat aiid 
some fresb fruits and 
tot several 
months at sea* Powder^ 
ed eggs and dehjrdrated 
potatoes .^*ere noimsbv 
ing .but nut .pop alar.' 
The amyal bl a supply 
^bip vyilb jfresb p>i>Vb 
Ajon*? was oe^l be&t 
ibin^ In let ittvs It om 


buiiacu 








A do?*cfri or 


potted to prej^arti tbe deck for take- 
ctff» or lattdinp. From before daym tmtiMong after dark flight deck crews work among tbe 
roaring engines and tnrning propellers of planer parked a f«|W incites from the; edge of the 
flight deck* - 


lane on catapult ready for take-off as Deelrpyer eoines aloog^idc the Carrier to receive fuel. 












EN RbliTt TO THE INVASION AREA 


Or <l dp c cm e n ioad 
t liB a n eii with 

and i*ocfcel&. 


Flight 

lax 4rhdr v.aAift^ i»ji’ 
ihe fain i i id r ‘tail rt n 
llie 1^*11 J k*vv 
1^11 

tcr^ fiiAlAfx*-"'- .Vionn 
.Varji *bi\ Ui^- 

ac»i*t) >4 « 

quic§ } V 1 hlht^v>.'i S iiy- a 
tin di^r'k 





rfcAdy wftlj 


FftUulff'fjs of tlfCftSA^B 

ca<*fi day 

fhe rAdia ftnl 

ftxcu dWinj^ lcfva>?U«i 
operat^fte tnen 

lin'd tini^ eacrh day- ta 
« p'ewji- broadr 
fjtfjjt ftiom houa^ and 
|iitbjil^h a itkinfed* 
iirj^pfied fiewr sheet 
for all b/tnde to read. 


pjaiti^t 





LI Ft AT SEA'-tN ROUTE 


TO THE I NVASf ON AREA 


ParacTiiiife jiggers pack a chute. 
It to he rirfit. 


Machine gun animumiion for 
Aircrafts 






1; ^ i'lp 



;i 



;' :^^ #/■ '■ 
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EN ROUTE TO THE INVASION AREA 


RELAX WHEN VOU CAN 


Tficre’’^ not wmch tiu>^ on a oarwr 'vlicii |bc firfet pUucft lake off heforo 

dawn and llio lasst -pnef land afli?r sunaeb You ruijxUt gel in a gSine of 
deiicey’’ w «h.e fdi'kYeastle jit a gan»e of tarda below deek^ f%diile ihe >hip H 
ell rmile. Ur arca. '-- 




m 
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RELAX WHEN YOU CAN 


‘ Hi 










A on ih#! fOoi nnii iviorf fn int Une 

l»jpu^k.ly to>Ht mnny il^vrl4>j#i*d jay ri; of t^i/' 'o^ii&my 

tnijoval i»ca« which thcui nhi^t 
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D>DAY MINUS FIVE 


Th«>^\iiVy dul an exec-UV’in jol> oi matl ♦p ii^'n ^<‘a. »\jr front homo cnily ten day^ olii 

Was file i4!»na| ihin^. This' was M)e morale iVtdVa’ ^dwfiii{i niovithst of tnmtiniious! opvralio 


UNlVER5iTy%F;'^iS#^ISWi 





Carrier approaclung Flcdt Oilet- 
The IVavy’a lueiiioil of fnelittg 
shipa at waa one of the closer 
h guardeii aec!ret?» t»f the Har. 
Even in beav>^^ weather fuel oil 
aind aviation ^a^Une ifi pumped 
from Tanker to Carrier while 
croising diile bf side^ Frequent- 
ly airplanes are taking and 
landizig at the same lime* ; 





Aiioijt fcvcry niurr da>x the oil riiitf or four dav$ iKe 

Carri.er^v.tB lt>rt4 piuup <>ir(c>l|i;eir Destroyer pictiire below. 













: ’■■■'•• ■' Tv ■’’w 




immhardnieiit of ftliore p6}»iljoiiJi^ For three 
ihi^ aerial and surface hotnhardfineiit 
will continue to soften up the heachliead for 
the landhig of the .irOop#^ on 


To»iorro%v vvc arrive at the invasion 4rc.a- M 
dawn oar, planes heaeliliead 

homliin^ enemy installatidns while the Battle'-' 
ships and Cl-uisers off . shore, hejErip a na%‘al 


in oonimanff of the CVE*s vigils ihe 
rtapyhip for XI talk Svitlt pilots. 


room on 







LOADtNG THE PLANES 


DAY MINUS FOUR 


(Bdcob are loaded iu the TBM torpedo planes v These will 

he iJfdpped bn enemy air fields, pill hoxes, , gun empla cements, su 
dumps a nd^^ troop cbncentralion?. 
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TOMORROW WE STRIKE 


M^efiiae are ip for aerial combat and for 

ejQPiMY planea on the ground. Control of the air is the first 
requisite of swccessfol tavasion. 


uiTigin?il from 
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Diaitii= 




tW elevator ihe Higlit deck for loacjm^^ a^ the wings 
timi effetthe/ weapons of VE^orld War IJ conihimng pin-point 






- iUJMicd and 

><^ady . ^dX take*® ff 
Mil' tdUmviiiit wroniin^. 


Tttin iilrtin' ticen oil 
^utrnl all. da^ . Mrrimn* 
ii*.> wurk i*ll 
Ituv*^ il Vrifd):- for itie 
h»«w>^niw:V 


j-riginRl from 

;EtY OF MICHIGAN 











BY THE DAWN’S EARLY LIGHT 


piaricBv hoiuiU. for lli« 

jCarrieT for daybreak ami Orderti to attack. 


Original from 







FT ENEMY SHORES 




The Carrier 


witli plafitf'.j^ oyerliead cruiscfl wlthiii si^ibl of 
JapiOie^^! ijilami, a voleanit coiie rwin^ frpm the 


OtJ tJie hridge-- 6rt>l glinrp^e, of enemy territory^ 
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I tV\^} t ijie i^i»y>fre^K tins 

JtrV.;i«>lOll IS 4s^iH’c‘il. r 





Th^i Eficott Carrier Force, formation 

in Deccrober of 1944, fuimMlied air^ Cor 
the last rhceev great inTasions of Lmsoo^ l^o 
Jima and Okinawa^ In adli^itiou to other 
operations at Mindoro^ Philippine Islands; 


Balikpapan, Borneo; and in the CliiaO Sea. 
Prior fo the organization of the EaCott Car^ 
rier Fotce^ the CVE’s operated in a dm 
organization and participated in practicaU^ 
all amphibious operations in the Pacific*. 





LUZOX 
IWO JIMA 
OKII^AWA 


AMPHIBIOUS INVASION 

The pictures which follow form a composite view of the part played by 
the CVE’s in the last three great campaigns of the war in the Pacific. 

The invasions of LUZON (at Lingayen Gulf) , IWO JIMA, and OKINAWA 
were all crowded into the six-month period between January First and July 
First, 1945. They constituted a continuous operation for the Escort Carriers 
since we had only two weeks at anchor in Ulithi between operations — scarcely 
time for replenishment and emergency repairs. 

Since the pattern of the three invasions was much the same from our 
standpoint, the three operations have been combined pictorially to give a 
“montage” impression of the “Baby Flat Tops” in combat. 


NOTES ON THE LINGAYEN GULF OPERATION 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 


American forces under General MacArtbur's com- 
mand landed on Luzon on tbe morning of January 9th, 
1945, two years and nine months after the surrender 
of Bataan. Lt. Gen. Walter Krueger’s Sixth Army went 
ashore on Lingayen Gulf on the west coast of Luzon 107 
miles to the northwest of Manila. More than 800 Naval 
vessels supported this operation. 

The landings were preceded by three days of heavy 
bombardment of beach defenses by a large force of 
battleships and other warships of the Seventh Fleet un- 
der Vice Admiral Kinkaid. Eighteen Escort Carriers 
under Rear Admiral C. T. Durgin, furnished air cover 
for the naval forces and air support to our troops 
on land. On the first day our troops established four 
beachheads, against only light resistance, and these were 
rapidly consolidated as they pushed inland. The enemy 
either was not prepared, or chose not to make a stand 
on the beaches. Heavy fighting developed later on the 
road to Manila through the Lingayen Plain. 

The landing operations were almost an anticlimax 
for the pilots and men cruising off shore in the CVE’s. 
By the time we had reached Lingayen Gulf we felt we 
had already been through a major campaign. 

Following are some extracts from the editor’s note- 
book on the trip to Lingayen Gulf: 

1 JANUARY 1945 

On New Year’s Day the main force of CVE’s, battle- 
ships, cruisers and destroyers sortied from the Palau 
Islands in the Western Carolines, and set a course for 
Leyte Gulf. 

2 JANUARY 1945 

Most of us spent this day in contemplation of the fact 
that after we reached Leyte Gulf, and before we reached 
our operating area, we had to pass through Surigao 
Strait, the Mindanao Sea, the Sulu Sea, and then up the 
west coast of Luzon in the South China Sea. This was 


a thousand miles through narrow waters, always in sight 
of enemy territory with enemy airfields on both sides. 
We knew the Japs had more than a thousand planes 
in the Philippines. Our apprehension was justified by 
later events. 

3 JANUARY 1945 

We traversed Surigao Strait where two months before 
Vice Admiral Oldendorf and the pre-Pearl Harbor bat- 
tleships had so decisively defeated a large Japanese 
task force. In another phase of that same battle the Jap 
air force had introduced the suicide dive as a new and 
effective offensive weapon. For the next five days we 
were to be under almost constant attack by suicide 
planes. The new weapon was to be used on a large scale 
for the first time. 

4 JANUARY 1945 

A Zeke made a suicide dive on the LUNGA POINT 
but was hit by ship’s gunfire and crashed in the water 
fifty yards from the fantail. Our Combat Air Patrol 
shot down several others. For an hour the air w^ full 
of enemy planes. We executed sixteen emergency turns 
in fifty-eight minutes. The OMMANEY BAY in the rear 
formation was hit by a suicider and observed to be on 
fire. Tbe fire was soon out of control. After several 
violent explosions it was ordered sunk. More than 800 
men were saved. 

5 JANUARY 1945 

General Quarters sounded at 0245. At 0330 a plane 
made a suicide dive on the rear formation and crashed 
off the port beam of a destroyer escort. This was the 
first of many attacks. One division of fighters sighted 
six Zekes and splashed them all. Seven others were shot 
down by other planes from the same formation. At 1615 
an attack was launched against two Jap destroyers 29 
miles away. One was left dead in the water and the 
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Other was circling at three knots. Without attempting 
to describe the complex air action for the day, the fol- 
lowing is a list of ships hit by suicide planes: 

USS SAVO ISLAND— Escort Carrier 
USS MANILA BAY — Escort Carrier 
USS LOUISVILLE — Heavy Cruiser 
HMAS AUSTRALIA— Heavy Cruiser 
HMAS ARUNTA — Destroyer 
USS HELM — Destroyer 

USS STAFFORD — Destroyer Escort 


6 JANUARY 1945 


The Bombardment and Fire Support Group (battle- 
ships and cruisers) reached the objective area. Heavy 
guns on these ships opened fire on the beaches and 
planes from the CVE’s cruising offshore attacked enemy 
installations. The invasion had begun. Suicide attacks 
today were concentrated on the Bombardment Group in 
Lingayen Gulf. The following ships were hit : 


USS NEW MEXICO— 
USS CALIFORNIA — 
HMAS AUSTRALIA— 
USS COLUMBIA — 
USS R. P. LEARY — 
USS LOWERY — 
USS O’BRIEN — 
USS NEWCOMB — 
USS WALKE — 
USS ALLEN — 

USS SUMNER — 
USS ORCA — 

USS LONG — 

USS LST 460 — 

USS LST 749 — 


Battleship 

Battleship 

Heavy Cruiser hit for 2nd time 

Heavy Cruiser hit twice today 

Destroyer 

Destroyer 

Destroyer 

Destroyer 

Destroyer 

Destroyer 

Destroyer 

Seaplane Tender 

Mine Sweeper 

Landing Ship (Tanks) 

Landing Ship (Tanks) 


7 JANUARY 1945 

High winds and heavy seas were making every land- 
ing on our small carrier decks a hazardous one. Oc- 
casionally a plane would crash into the barrier with 
wounded crewman or wings shot up by enemy anti-air- 
craft fire. 


USS BROOKS 
USS APACHE 
USS PALMER 
USS HOVEY 


— Destroyer Transport 

— Ocean Going Tug 

— Mine Sweeper 

— Mine Sweeper 


8 JANUARY 1945 

The bombardment and air attacks on beach positions 
continued. The Australian cruiser, AUSTRALIA, was 
hit by a Kamikaze for the third time in four days. Her 
anti-aircraft batteries were now reduced to one third 
normal strength. In announcing the damage over the 
radio telephone she added, “We are continuing the 
bombardment”. Such is the stuff of which Navies are 
made: 


The following ships suffered suicide hits today: 

HMAS AUSTRALIA — Heavy Cruiser hit 3rd time 
USS KADASHAN BAY — Escort Carrier 
USS KITKUN BAY — Escort Carrier 

USS CALLOWAY — Assault Transport 

USS LST 912 — Landing Ship (Tanks) 

The next morning the troops landed against light 
resistance. The Escort Carriers continued their direct 
air support of the ground troops, and the list of ships 
damaged grew longer each day. On the 13th, men on 
the flagship saw a puff of smoke rise from the CVE 
SALAMAUA. In answer to an inquiry on the radio 
telephone as to what has happened, the Officer of the 
Deck on the SALAMAUA replied, “Something just went 
through our flight deck.” Six out of 18 CVE’s had 
been hit. 

By 17 January airfields were ready and U. S. Army 
planes relieved the naval forces of responsibility for 
air support. The Escort Carrier pilots had destroyed 
100 Japanese planes and lost eighteen. In addition to 
furnishing fighter cover for the naval forces and the 
land forces, they had attacked enemy tanks, bridges, 
fuel dumps, barracks, gun emplacements and troop con- 
centrations. Now their job was done, and they started 
the long tortuous journey back to base. 


The following ships were hit by suicide planes: 

USS LOUISVILLE — Heavy Cruiser hit for 2nd time 
USS MINNEAPOLIS — Heavy Cruiser 
USS SOUTHARD — Mine Sweeper 


On January 24th an official Navy publication said, “It 
was revealed this week that our CVE’s, originally de- 
signed for convoy and plane ferry service, are being in- 
creasingly employed in combat work in the Pacific”. To 
us, that did not come as news. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
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★ ★ 

Iwo Jima is a pear shaped island about five and one- 
half miles long and two and one-half miles wide, with 
an area of eight square miles. In shape it also resembles 
a miniature of South America. Our troops landed at 
the point which would correspond to the location of 
Argentina. 

Halfway between Japan and our bases in the Marian- 
as (Guam-Saipan-Tinian) , Iwo Jima was defended by 
21,000 Japanese who were expecting our attack and had 
fortified the entire island. Its capture would give us a 
base 750 miles from Tokyo. That task was assigned to 
the U. S. Marines. 

On February 19 the Fourth and Fifth Marine Divi- 
sions under Lt. General Holland M. Smith landed on 
% the black volcanic cinders which cover the beaches of 

Iwo Jima, and by nightfall had crossed the narrow neck 
of the island, isolating Mt. Suribachi, the volcanic cone 
at the southern tip. 

The landings were preceded by 74 days of continuous 
air attacks from the Marianas and three days of inten- 
sive bombardment by surface ships, plus air attacks by 
carrier planes from the CVE’s. More than 8,000 tons 
of shells were fired by the surface ships. Vice Admiral 
R. K. Turner had command of the Amphibious Forces 
and Admiral R. A. Spruance exercised overall command 
of the operation. More than 800 Naval vessels support- 
ed the invasion. The fighting on land, in which 61,000 
Marines participated, was the most savage in Marine 
Corps history. When organized resistance ended on 
March 16th, they had suffered nearly 20,000 casualties 
— killed, wounded and missing. 

Japanese defenses, which covered practically the en- 
tire island, consisted of mutually supporting concrete 
blockhouses, caves and emplacements. Their positions 
showed excellent engineering and terrain appreciation. 
The blockhouses, many of considerable size, were built 
of reinforced concrete 4 feet thick. In one small area in 
the eastern part of the island, 100 artificial caves 30 to 
40 feet deep were found, while in the center more than 
800 pillboxes of various types were located. Each un- 
derground position had to be taken by Marines with 
flame throwers, hand grenades, and bayonets. 

In this operation fleet units again gave close support 
to our troops ashore. Battleships, cruisers, destroyers, 
and smaller ships were used night and day for scheduled 
and call fire, while our carrier aircraft strafed and car- 
ried out pin point bombing and rocket attacks on en- 
emy positions. Carrier planes also kept neutralized the 
nearby islands of Chichi Jima and Haha Jima from 
which enemy attacks might otherwise originate. Two 
groups of Escort Carriers cruised 30 to 40 miles off Iwo 
for 22 days. Rear Adm. C. T. Durgin was in command, 
with Rear Adm. G. R. Henderson and Rear Adm. C. A. 


★ ★ ★ 

F. Sprague in command of the two Task Units. The 
famous old carrier, SARATOGA, largest ship in the 
Navy, and the ENTERPRISE were added to this com- 
mand to furnish night-fighter cover over Iwo Jima. 

Enemy air opposition was negligible for the first few 
days. Partly as a diversion for the Iwo landings, the 
first American carrier strike on the Japanese mainland 
was carried out on February 16th and 17th by a Fast 
Carrier force under Vice Admiral Mitscher. They de- 
stroyed more than 500 planes in the Tokyo area. 

Late in the afternoon of February 21st a heavy enemy 
attack of some fifty suicide planes was made on the na- 
val forces off Iwo. “Flash Red” came the signal over the 
radio telephone, and “Man all battle stations!” over the 
loudspeaker. At 1703 the SARATOGA, some 20 miles 
from us, reported she was under attack and had been 
hit several times. The radar showed a large group of 
enemy planes closing on us. We “scrambled” 28 addi- 
tional fighters to intercept, and then had 65 planes air- 
borne, including those returning from attacks on Iwo. 
Darkness was approaching, the ships were pitching in 
a heavy sea, and we were not well equipped for night 
landings. 

The Kamikazes laimched a combined torpedo and 
suicide attack. Four planes came in just above the water 
and were shot down by ship’s gunfire. AA fire was ob- 
served to starboard and the SARATOGA reported she 
was under attack for the second time. We could see her 
blazing on the horizon. 

Three suicide planes launched torpedoes at the LUN- 
GA POINT. Two of them crossed her bow and one mis- 
sed by ten yards astern. One of the enemy plan^ was 
hit by a 5-inch shell burst and crashed into the water. 
Another was hit but crashed into the LUNG A POINT’S 
island structure and skidded across the flight deck, its 
propeller chewing grooves in the planking. A roaring 
gasoline fire enveloped the deck. 

At 1850 the BISMARCK SEA was hit by a suicide 
plane near the after elevator on the starboard side and 
the resulting fire spread forward rapidly with many 
small explosions as if from her anti-aircraft ammuni- 
tion. In a few minutes she was hit again on the after 
end of the flight deck and there was a tremendous ex- 
plosion as her torpedoes were detonated. She was a mass 
of fire and the flames lighted the night sky, illuminating 
all the surrounding ships. Four destroyers were order- 
ed to stand by the stricken ship. At about 1900 Cap- 
tain Pratt of the BISMARCK SEA ordered “Abandon 
ship”. Some 900 men were in the rough water around 
the BISMARCK SEA, their small flashlights blinking 
on and off as the high waves obscured them from view. 
The rescue destroyers had their boats out and nets over 
their sides, but the heavy seas added to their difficulties. 
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Since the attack was over and aU the planes were low 
on gas, all the undamaged carriers began landing air- 
craft. The SARATOGA, with holes in her deck, asked 
other ships to take some of her planes. Planes in the 
air were trying to land on any ship available. The 
MAKIN ISLAND landed nine from the SARATOGA. 
There were several deck crashes due to the difficulty of 
landing strange planes at night on crowded and pitch- 
ing decks. 

The SARATOGA reported she had been hit by a total 
of four suicide planes and three bombs but fires were 
out and she was retiring at 23 knots. This was surpris- 
ing news to us since our CVE’s cannot make 23 knots 
down-wind with a clean bottom. 

The BISMARCK SEA, now a mass of flaming white- 
hot metal, turned over and sank at 2115. Searches con- 
tinued all night and throughout the next day but many 
of her men were drowned in the darkness and rough 
water. 

We will not forget that night. We had seen three car- 
riers burning simultaneously. 

In the Iwo Jima operation the close air support of 
ground troops by carrier-based planes reached its max- 
imum efficiency. Unlike the spectacular strikes of the 
Fast Carriers against Japan, there is no element of sur- 
prise in this Direct Support work. Planes must be over 
the target every daylight hour. For every plane over 
the target, there must be two others available, one tak- 
ing off as a relief, and one returning to be landed and 
serviced. It is not unusual for our pilots to spend 8 or 
9 hours in the air in one day. 

When the support planes arrive over the target their 
control is turned over to “Air Support Control Officer”, 
who is on the ground in close touch with the land forces. 
He knows the exact location of his own and enemy for- 
ces and he specifies exactly which targets the planes 
are to strike — referring to a map which both he and the 
pilots carry. With enemy lines close to ours, a slight 
mistake could mean casualties to our own troops. Fre- 


quently, on a perfect strafing run, the empty cartridges 
from the planes’ machine guns rain down on our posi- 
tions. 

In addition to direct air support work, the following 
duties were assigned to the planes of the CVE’s: 

Combat air patrols over the beachhead at all times, 
on watch for enemy air attacks. 

Same — over our own carriers at sea. 

Continuous local anti-submarine patrols. 

Long distance anti-submarine patrols. (Certain 
ships have special training for this work.) 
Photographic flights over the operating area. 
Reconnaissance flights in search of enemy sur- 
face forces. 

Air spotting for naval gunfire. (Certain squad- 
rons have special training for this work.) 

Air observers for tbe ground forces. 

Flights to spray the area with DDT solution to 
eliminate insects which cause malaria and other 
diseases. 

Air delivery of food and ammunition, dropped 
by parachute to isolated troops. 

The Marines were high in their praise of the air sup- 
port given them, although their praise could hardly 
match our admiration for the Marines, a remarkable 
Corps of fighting men, who were here engaged in frontal 
assault against one of the most heavily fortified spots 
on the earth. 

Secretary of the Navy James Forrestal was present at 
Iwo Jima. He paid tribute to the Marines and also sent 
this message to us — 

“ALL HANDS ON THE CVE’S ARE TO BE CON- 
GRATULATED ON THE CONTINUOUS AND PRE- 
CISE SUPPORT GIVEN THE GROUND TROOPS BY 
THE NAVAL AIR ARM DURING THIS OPERA- 
TION.” 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 


ON THE RADIO 

The morale of Navy men after many months at sea is illustrated by the little 
stories at the bottom of the pages which follow. They are all violations of radio 
discipline but they illustrate the irrepressible spirit of the American fighting 
man. They are mentioned not as members of a family repeat bright sayings of 
the children, but as an indication of how men under almost constant tension 
find ways to relax for a moment. 
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The last major operation of the war in the Pacific was 
the capture of the Japanese island of Okinawa and the 
surrounding islands in the Ryukus, a long chain of is- 
lands stretching south from the Japanese home island of 
Kyushu. These islands were to he used as a base for the 
invasion of Japan itself. D-Day was April 1st, 1945, and 
the battle lasted three months. But for the surren- 
der of the Japanese in September, the invasion of Japan 
would have taken place in November, 1945, with Okina- 
wa as the last and greatest stepping stone on the long 
and winding road from Pearl Harbor to Japan. 

In its naval aspects the battle for Okinawa was the 
longest and most costly in men and ships of all the bat- 
tles fought by our Navy since the beginning of our coun- 
try. This was all the more remarkable since the Japa- 
nese surface Navy played no part in the battle except 
for one sortie by the Japanese battleship YAMATO, 
which was sunk by planes from the Fast Carriers be- 
fore it reached Okinawa. Their Navy had been so de- 
cisively defeated in the Second Battle of the Philippine 
Sea that they were unable to offer major resistance. 

The Japanese attack on our Naval forces consisted 
entirely of their Kamikaze Corps of suicide airplane 
pilots. During the long air battle several thousand of 
these planes flew down from the home island of Kyushu, 
some coming almost every night to dive into the first 
U. S. ships which they encountered. It was a weird kind 
of warfare. Their primary targets were our destroyers 
which were on Radar Picket duty a few miles north 
of Okinawa. They were stationed there to give warning 
to our forces of the approach of Japanese aircraft. 
Sometimes one destroyer was attacked by as many as ' 
twenty planes and several destroyers were crash-dived 
and hit four times in one night by suicide planes. These 
suicide planes launched heavy attacks against the hun- 


dreds of vessels operating off the Okinawa landing 
beaches, as well as the carrier forces operating at sea. 

The Fast Carrier Task Forces operated between Oki- 
nawa and the mainland of Japan. They launched many 
attacks against the mainland and intercepted a large 
percentage of the Kamikazes en route to Okinawa, but 
the Japs came down usually at night under cover of 
darkness or bad weather. They came in training planes, 
obsolete planes or anything that would fly. It was a 
last-stand desperate attempt to stop us before we in- 
vaded Japan. The effort failed, but not without the 
heaviest casualties our Navy has ever suffered. 

Okinawa was the biggest operation ever undertaken 
by Escort Carriers and their air squadrons. More CVE’s 
took part in it than in any other campaign. For dura- 
tion nothing else was even close. It lasted 95 days and 
the CVE’s which took part steamed an average of 30,000 
miles. A few of them were in the operating area con- 
tinuously for 82 days. More concentrated excitement 
was provided at Leyte and Lingayen and the evening of 
21 February at Iwo Jima, but at Okinawa we turned in 
more solid work in support of our ground troops — 
which is our principal business — than in all three of 
the others; more, indeed, than in all amphibious land- 
ings which went before it. 

The continuous operation of the CVE’s for three 
months off Okinawa was made possible by the use, as a 
supply base, of a small group of islands twenty miles 
south of Okinawa. This makeshift harbor, called Kera- 
ma Retto, had been captured from the Japanese a week 
before the major invasion started. Each day two or 
three of the CVE’s would enter this anchorage at dawn 
to replenish with ammunition and supplies. As we sail- 
ed into this harbor we would see ammunition ships, avi- 
ation supply ships, seaplane tenders, provision ships. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 


ON THE RADIO 

After the USS SARATOGA was put out of action off Iwo Jima, her place 
was taken by the USS ENTERPRISE, the ship with probably the greatest 
name and record in the U, S. Navy, She was unaccustomed to cruising with the 
little CVE*s, which had such peculiar names as SAGINAW BAY, PETROF 
BAY, NATOMA BAY, etc. 

Her radio operator sent a message to the Flagship of the CVE*s, and our operator 
asked him to repeat the name of his ship. Again he was asked to repeat. This 
time the dots and dashes read, 

VUST CALL ME ENTERPRISE BAT\ 
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and many others, all of them anchored almost under 
the nose of the Japanese. But we would also see many 
of our own ships which had been damaged by Japanese 
attack off the Okinawa beaches and which had come 
here for temporary repairs. 

Almost every night Kerama Retto was under attack 
by planes from the Japanese mainland and the harbor 
was frequently lighted with burning ships, dimly seen 
through the smoke screen which covered it. 

After six hours of hasty replenishment, the carriers 
would be at sea again to join their Task Units. In that 
way each Task Unit would lose the services of only one 
ship at a time for one day. 

The trip to Kerama Retto and back was a hazardous 
one. On April 3rd two Kamikaze boys crashed close 
aboard the WAKE ISLAND near Kerama Retto causing 
damage which sent her back to Guam for repairs, but 
she was back on station before the end of the operation. 

On 4 May the SANGAMON and her screen were 
attacked near the same place by three enemy planes. 
Two of them were shot down before they could do any 
damage. The third, although hit by ship's gunfire, 
crashed the SANGAMON’S deck. The damage was 
serious and the ship returned to the States. 

On 7 June one of our units was attacked by three 
Zekes. One was shot down by ship’s gunfire, one escaped 
but a third dived through the forward end of the NA* 
TOMA BAY’S flight deck. The damage was quickly re- 
paired and she remained on station until the end of the 
operation. That is the extent of the damage inflicted on 
CVE’s by the enemy during 92 days when a score or 
more of these vessels steamed continuously off the islands 
of Okinawa and Sakishima, often within sight of land 
and within short range of a dozen enemy airfields. 

Other Kamikazes made unsuccessful dives on our 
ships. The LUNGA POINT and the SAGINAW BAY 
received attention of a single suicide plane in Kerama 


Retto the morning of 2 April. Going out that evening 
the LUNGA POINT and her screening vessels were 
attacked by six planes. Three were shot down, one 
crashed on a small ship near our formation, and two 
decided not to press their attacks. 

During the pre-dawn alert of 12 April radar picked 
up two bogies, one of which retired. The other, streak- 
ing fire, passed over the MAKIN ISLAND and splashed 
1500 yards off the port beam. It may have been a 
Baka plane. 

As it turned out, the Task Unit working on the Sa- 
kishima group of islands had the most dangerous com- 
er. It was important to keep neutralized the airfields of 
Miyako and Ishigaki, approximately 160 and 200 miles 
respectively from Okinawa. It was not an easy assign- 
ment. Scores of airfields on Formosa and in China were 
within 250 miles of Ishigaki. The job was begun by a 
Task Group of British battleships, fast carriers, and 
their escorts, which sustained several suicide hits while 
on station. As the British retired to their supply base 
to replenish ammunition and provisions they were re- 
lieved by the CVE’s of the SANGAMON class. Early 
in April this unit took over the full responsibility for 
keeping Sakishima neutralized. 

The Task Group of Escort Carriers off Okinawa was 
reinforced during the operation by the arrival of several 
new carriers of the 105 Class, operating Hellcat and 
Corsair fighters, instead of the slower Wildcats which 
flew from most of the older ships. Some of the new 
ships carried night-fighter Hellcats which were badly 
needed for night operations. Squadrons of U. S. Marine 
pilots and aircrewmen were assigned to several of the 
newer ships. 

Jap anti-aircraft was intense over Okinawa during 
the early weeks and at Sakishima it remained a serious 
hazard throughout the operation. Anti-aircraft was re- 
sponsible for all of our plane losses in combat where the 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 


ON THE RADIO 

One Flight Leader returning from the target^ looked down on the circular for- 
mation of ships below and saw that his carrier was not in the position where 
he had left it. He ccdled his ship — 

^^Rub a dub dub, 

Where is my tub?^* 

Back shot the answer — 

^^High diddle, diddle. 

We* re in the middle”. 
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cause of loss is known. They numbered 65. CVE planes 
shot down 132 enemy aircraft and destroyed 152 on the 
ground. Some 600 Jap small craft, ranging from luggers 
to one-man torpedo boats, were hit. But the ground 
troops were most pleased with the destruction of pill- 
boxes, caves and blockhouses; command posts, barracks 
and troop concentrations; field artillery, mortars and 
machine guns; ammunition, fuel and supply dumps; 
airfields, machine shops and radio stations — the direct 
air support of the ground forces which is the chief re- 
sponsibility of the CVE’s. 

On offensive operations, our squadrons made a truly 
great record. They flew 35,000 sorties, expended more 
than 64,000 rockets, dropped around 4000 tons of 
bombs, and flew nearly every kind of aerial mission in 
the book. Much of the bombing was of targets immed- 
iately in front of our own lines. With our troops so 
close it had to be good. It was not unusual for squadron 
division or section leaders to make two or three dry 
runs to make sure of the target before attacking. 

Of the 35,000 sorties flown, more than 21,000 were 

★ ★ ★ 


over the target area, nearly 10,000 were local combat 
patrol. Over 3000 were on anti-submarine patrol, and 
the remainder were to carry out many unusual tasks. 
Observers were flown to detect underwater mines and 
obstructions before the landings. Gunfire observers 
were flown for the bombarding battleships, cruisers and 
destroyers before and after the landings on the beaches. 
Land areas were sprayed with DDT to eliminate disease- 
carrying flies, fleas and mosquitoes before the marines 
and soldiers landed. Propaganda leaflets were dropped. 
Food, water and ammunition were parachuted to groups 
of our men cut off from their main forces. Photographs 
were taken, personnel transferred and official dispatches 
delivered. 

All the while down in the engine rooms, at gun sta- 
tions, in the sick bay, communication office, the galleys, 
the shops and on the bridge — all over the ship — it was 
long and hard hours made worse by frequent calls to 
General Quarters. No doubt the sharpest, deepest and 
most unpleasant impression we carried away from Oki- 
nawa was the insistent clang of that General Alarm. 

★ ★ 


ON THE RADIO 

A CVE pilot, accustomed to the small flight deck of his own ship was prepar- 
ing to land on the expansive deck of one of our largest and finest carriers. 

When given permission to land, he asked — 

^Which runway?*^ 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 


One of our CVE*s had been cruising off Japan with a large Task Force of our 
fastest carriers and newest battleships. Finally she was detached to proceed 
“on mission assigned^*. 

As she pulled out of the vast formation of ships, accompanied by a lone destroyer 
escort, her Captain picked up his radio telephone and spoke this parting word — 

“So long, fellows, you re on your own now.** 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 


En route to the invasion of Luzon, the CVETs were under continuous attack by 
suicide planes as they passed through Surigao Strait, Mindanao Sea, and the 
Sulu Sea. Five of our carriers were hit before they reached the invasion area. 
As we entered the South China Sea the Captain of one carrier ctdled his men 
together on the flight deck and announced over the loudspeaker: 

**This is a very historic occasion. For the first time since the fall of the 
Philippines, American surface ships are now entering the South China 
Sea.” 

One young seaman in the crowd, who had grown a little older in the last few 
days, couldn*t help but murmur what was on his mind — 

Let*s go home and spread the news.** 
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D>DAY MINUS ONE 



THREE DAYS OF BOMBARDMENT 


AU major lancjiDgs in Uie Pacific cm Japanese field 
territory \vere preened by several days of violenit 
bombardmcBt Naval air aitd auerface forces!. 
This was usually pre^ded % many diys of ptin- 
isliment by lootg range fifeavy fi^mbc!^ of ibc IL; 
Army\ TJie^ ^bort\ 

sent wave after w^ave of bomber^ oyer the ewenty- 
held beaefifaeads. while (>altloJikbip#, croisera^ cle- 
etroyerft and rocket sbi|'W3 blartU^d at-enenry 
tioris. from close pange day and night in a coniin* 
\kom barragej wlijcfi grew in inleii&ity as rbe land- 


ing craft jDijoved til (H> D-Day with the Mames and 
Army ipyasion forces, 

AieBiiwhile tbe figfitei; planes had llie task of ,gaui- 
hig eonirol of the atp to protect biif from 

enemy air attack.. 

The. pb^iures whieh follow .will visualize such an 
inTasion. Some were taken at two Jitna, some at 
DkiUaWii and some at tiogayen \Gulf, and since 
the general plan of operation W'as thefiame in each 
instanee they form a eompoisitc picture of a Paci- 
fic invasion operation. , 


The Island of Iwo iima under attack by naval air forceiv^ p-Dsy minus three. The 
eight s<{uare miles of this volcanic island was one of the most heavily fortified spots 
in the lapahese. empijri,. it required Z$ days of desperate fighting and Ameri- 

can i^asualtie^ to i^dbce tbi# island for ires^. Dn Aft. SuHbochi, shown;, in ifie lower 
part of the pkturp* flu? fightm^ Marines raised the American fiag Whliph has become 
a symbol of Victory in the l^acific. 


KINAWA-TNE CALM BEFORE THE STORM 



The lieamlU'S <>kinaw3 before ihe invasion bomhai ^l incut be^ait. Japanese viHajKcs 

an«1 temiGcil liilJsiiles were ji-tiori to feel the power of 1 lie greatest natal forwt in liistory. 
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THREE DAYS OF BOMBARDMENT 


Bombers from an Es* 
cort Carrier manned by 
a squadron of U. S. Ma- 
rine pilots and aircrew- 
men oyer Yontan Air- 
field, Okinawa. The de- 
struction of enemy air 
installations had first 
priority in invasion 
operations. 


Bombs from a TBM line 
up neatly down a run 
way of a Jajianese air- 
field in the Sakishirui) 
group of islands south- 
west of Okinawa. Tin 
Escort Carriers oftert 
were given tlie responsr- 
b i I i t y of iieut ralizing 
outlying eneniy airbase*- 
witbin range of tbe in- 
vasion area. At Okina- 
wa they were assisterf 
in this task by a Task 
of British oar 


Group 

riers. 


m 






THREE DAYS OF BOMBARDMENT 


NEUTRALIZING ENEMY AIRFIELDS 



jajmnes^i airiieM with 
runways |>itle»l l»y aerra! 
ami surface Lombard- 
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THREE DAYS OF BOMBARDMENT 


COMBAT AIR PATROL 



Navy FM-2 ildcat fighters on combat air patrol looking for enemy 
aircraft. The lead plane reports “TaJiydio’’ and ^peels ofT^ to attack. 

“Splash one VAL'^ comes the word over the radio from the Wildcat 
pilot as the Jap plane bursts into dame and plunges into the sea. 




A: gull cum^ta pJiotograpJi eliows JapjaneiKi planes huirnitig on 
jllie grou'in! in a strafing attack by iVavy fighters from the CVEV. 


Wrecked J a papeiKi pUnca at Iwo Jima. Bomb pits indi- 
cate intensity of bombardment by Army and Navy planes 
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THREE DAYS OF BOMBARDMENT 


FRIEND AND ENEMY DOWN IN FLAMES 




Wildcat falls in flames after being hit by antbaircrafl fire over Kerama Retto near Okinawa. 


Japanese “VAL,"’ shot down by the turret gunner of a TBM torpedo plane, falls and burns on Okinawa. 



THREE DAYS OF BOMBARDMENT 



DESTROYING ENEMY INSTALLATIONS 


The destruction of enemy installations behind their lines was another task for our air forces. Here 
smoke boils up from a Japanese installation on le Shima after being hit by a Napalm fire bomb. 


A Japanese motor pool and fuel dump ablaze near Lingayen Gulh Luzon. 
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THREE DAYS OF BOMBARDMENT 


DESTROYING ENEMY INSTALLATIONS 



Direct hit on enemy Buppliea at Okinawa. Radio station under attack in central Okinawa. 


Fuel dump goes up in llanaes near Baguio, Luzon, during Lingayen Gulf operation. 







io llif? lie^t'hlic'a j al Iwo Jiufa Fiabc uary ItV 194^ 


Fourth ami Fillh Divisiont- a£ ^ 


fiaiidifig rraft, Cart*v,ifi^ ij^p 


<pi-g’iti'zed.b> 
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After lliree lijiya i^nntiniioup tomliardiiieiif 
ibaitjl forces in their to th^ 

bear lies at dawn on D-Daj'/ The hoinbardmen^^^ 
siirface ships and air fore#?* mov*^s mland^ ^ 
in inlensity* 

Tiie perfection of ihk iml>clicifahly coniplex o 
t ion, the Amphibious invasion^ is one of the most 
dramatic chapters in the history of ^^orhl War II., 


KeqOfring arrsv >\eapQJis, new. typcfif of naval cralt, and 
an CnUrely new Naval oraaoiKaiion— the Amplifbloua 
foniie; its succesH considered doubt fill by ma6y 
expects- bill bti the beaches of Normandy and many 
Pacific islands^ ihe overwheimtnj^ powet and mobiiiiy 
of a coiwnlf tely coordiiialed land, sea and air attack 
brought Victory. 



Land craft rolij TO to fheir ^hips /or ri^lnarlihg as oilii^rd face for &hort? at I wo jirna, Al ihf^ Irit 
ML SttriUarhL , : ‘ ^ ' 


Otit ;')C*rthr^ jijreaV usp*i;ll»j» of Nayy <»hU Cpasl Cuard ArJitrafv latidiog craft crawl tlirougb tiip 

walei«> o)T Fnlaiftune Bpdt'b ttVTwo Jima to land Marines on llnr brc-rpkedi nhorc*,. These are the earty 
wuveg to fee ioIKnved Liter l^y beaw 
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D-DAY 


TODAY THE TROOPS LAND 


bf Amphihioiis farc^5 a«s ih<^ b^atli at Jwd JiinM 


wave 


Ladcimg era£t. 
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THE COST OF CONQUEST 


11 lA ftftre >« 

b to 

a iilat aiif HtHlioo* ; * 


rtf's'll oF/ ihv? Fofiyfh 
Mariije r.HvH»>o« ^y^*> 
U5it<j WifUo t> eil 
'fills' ir-'8 

hft.uy aUo. . 






CASUALTIES ARE HEAVY 


kc** 4 l) 4 ^iiAX'k 

^cU i^i f^ fJ i c w I f iiig t- 
)U . Hi s J/ ticlis ,*»l I 
A ^apiDj^ tvoniuU 


t'i rj'tV/Y 

.u\v^ 4 ‘ 


fe' 


Thr sjsihtJli'V#' -oS 
tUcH*^ J0 p 4 n«tt« 
i*>odm mdxwi ili^ 

apprcitf ftKlu^ » !4 o ?»« t 
II r fi*nttv’‘ttsr tiK’V Jte 
aiiiMl <hi' rUjtHi> 
iluiif” pilUiux* 
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PIUS FIVE 


i tit- inVibHiiiro arhiaii.V 


■jr-if-ir-Ri frn-rr 
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THE CVE’S CRUISE OFF SHORE 


the begianing of the 


Mjjtil hosiilities 

have iPeaftcd, the E»scorl 4(?;ameri cruiae sojm ihkly dr forty tuiles^ dff jfhore^ operaiidg ain^^ 
after day from before dawit un^X alter d iiHk, Some of the CVE are eqaipped to operate rtight 
fighters^ At Okinawa had 95 days’ cofttioubus operatioD. Their activities itielrided the 

fhUowmg.j- ■ ... ■' 


^,000 Sorties -flown . . _ : 
i>1^2 plafl»"j8 shut down 

tons of bombs eispebded 
64^42^ T«cketir ei?peQ^ded 
30.000 miles average cruisiug per ship 
ArtiUery obseryat ion ^ ^ ‘ ' M VA* . 
Hiotography ' ' ' - 0^-’ ‘i>) 


Air siipijort missions 

Propaganda bombs 

Spraying of DDT over land areas 

Sgbinarine hdnter-kilfer operfltipiJS 

Hydrograpliic observers 

Punflre sporting 

Air supply io troops 




Airmail from hotne Was r^very three four dayg diiring ihe long O.Mnayva operaiiou. 





DUTY IN THE READY ROOM 


Piloti^ off duty^ hut always <in cali* Idjutigc iti tltp: r«ady fddrti- Conycrsalidii is" ti»ually 
abd^f IS! aval aviation, for these men live In a natitieal and ae>nn^atteiil.woTlci,^ 
Soon the eali will cotne from thife Hoorn, ‘‘FiLots roan yOUr Oh some 

eight Uoure in the air. 


(1b)':s pilots may spend as miicH 
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t cyt*'? wd the dfst)rfj^.re wneetiias Iheiu arc i»arl a fijnuntiori of «Jx coi rl»jn» and nine eween- 
inv y^»cli. F«r dayt. ami tvedliK they njierale some forty miloa oil cnewiy alwtre*. wUf retire 

A few nrUei hnl hi‘ hack vn ot (Iawii. Al least cvciy" ftine tfaya they will rendravdiig m at 

^U«rikeTf^ •■/ •■’;> ./■ 

A I B^l i^tuniing fitmi tf»ti-?tilr«T)dfiae cireW tbc mrrto tb«; plaiie.^ oa detb tV 

takt t>tf 5»a he can landt. 
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GENERAL QUARTERS 
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SENfHAl QUARTfRS 


TKc iweniy 

i? i<^- 

iitiny too Ui slop A 

Kaniikazo ^jxic*ej)i iot A 
luokv iiii ifjr a fulfil^, 
abk -iiot. 


Tilt fort) Oiillimttar a«- 
ii-airf'caft ^uii iti m twin 
mnwal or ^^uatlruplt 
K‘i*>uOl f» tlif: 

o( f M«ot air- 
trail tiaHDcrsu it ift 
litijig: i\nA ka?. aooU 










GfeNERAL OUARTERS 


Sohietime«5 the pre^c»ie«; 
of eni^niy |>janefr or 
fa<i*C' forceft . imT4?^ the 
mm ut their hatUe »tar 
tioiiii for tusfrty- iioui^, 
Sat»iiW:ieiK^ :ii|ul ca k 
are ^ryed to them et 
th€!if aiatiOii^v 


A Lookout wafchcb for 
eoerny ji Janes reported 
111 the Viiinily of the 
Tagk 'Group. 





GENERAL QUARTERS 


jlaiieK are Or rViije. Iiv On the r«d«T <irfreert, aM Htfode^ pUl on 

th lioojs «>nd isl^v>^ lor pro^^.rtioH; f x^ow hui^r? of an 

^l> or shell.; Thw dash Has ihc euose of maLoy easHidfTiey in th«. nl 

hehiw tlee'ks T«cn worJif*d In 







KAMIKAZE (SUICIDE) ATTACK 


In the Fall of 1944 the Japanese introduced a new 
weapon, or rather a new technique, in aerial warfare. 
It was the ^Kamikaze Attack'*, made by fanatical pilots 
who had been taught that they could win undying glory 
by dying for their Emperor in a suicide attack on their 
enemy. 

These fanatical young pilots would take-off on a one- 
way trip determined to destroy themselves by plunging 
their plane, loaded with bombs, headlong into an enemy 
vessel. For such an attack the normal range of the plane 
was doubled, since the pilot did not expect to return — 
in fact it meant disgrace for him to do so. It was an 
eerie kind of warfare. Unlike the conventional air at- 
tack, where planes fly in formation and rely on their 
guns for protection, the Japanese Kamikaze pilots play- 
ed a game of hide and seek, avoiding air combat. They 


would come in low on the water or seek the protection 
of darkness or cloud formation. The attack usually 
came at dawn or dusk, which made difficult its intercep- 
tion by our Combat Air Patrol. Our AA gunners had 
only a few seconds to pour their fire at the Jap plane 
as it came screaming out of the sky toward their ship. 

After the decisive defeat of the Japanese fleet in the 
Second Battle of the Philippine Sea, the suicide attack 
was adopted by the Japanese as their major weapon to 
defend the approaches to the Empire, since their fleet 
was never again strong enough for offensive action. At 
Lingayen Gulf, Iwo Jima and Okinawa the CVE's were 
to feel the full force of this strange kind of warfare. En 
route to the invasion of Luzon at Lingayen Gulf, five 
CVE’s were hit by suicide planes before they even 
reached the invasion area 


Anti-aircraft fire brings down this enemy plane in an attack on the U. S. S. KITKUN BAY. June 18, 1944. 




ENP QF A JAP DIVE BOMBER. Witli the air ^tUI fUlcii with and iwsti of aoTi^aterift 

plane to a^ktero of I he destroyer ifhieb hrftojsht il down soalh of Lu^^oriv 

rh^ieaihct 15, im * ~ 


JjjEtCtDE PLAi^E ^AHROWEV MISSES A CWE» Roaring in. for Hie Kilh a lap i? bmughi dom\ j«5»i 
aft the j»tern b)^ accurate fire from iiie.?^h!|>. Okinawa Opotoion April H*. l?4^> 



kamikaze ahack 


SOMETIMES THEY HIT-SOMETIMES THEY MISS 


Thi«i Ja|) *"“ZEKE’V 
do^;W itj f 1 a ni in jisged 

qT the U. S. S.- 
i%TIROP BAY by mem 
Sei?owd( Ba>jle df the 
Sea^Octobet- 16^ 

1944. 


Tbe II,. S., S. , 0:MM AKEY 
BAY was crash*dived id 
lliK MtidiaDuo Sea January 
4. 1945* eu rubtein th^ ib* 
vaj^idti of Luzon. Y'be fim 
was ^oon" out of control, 
ami- after .several vioient 
explosions she wa? orticr*- 
c<l sunk by ileslrovers; 













A. Jap *"ZEK^’’ xnakjti 

a jtUifcide iho 

il ,S*.S, StlWAlVNEE 
OcUfbfct 25» 19^|4; V>\'’V, 


HUi\ i(W 


U S. S; SAIVTEE Inirn^ 
fdtiowmg 0 ,^uiri(U‘ 
attack ip / tlie Siec o n \l 
Battle pf tlie Piiilippint* 
Sea OrUiUcr 25/ 19U. 
She Jived to %ht a^ain 
hr liiany^ ^uhsequeii! 
wperaliims. , 
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KAMIKAZE AHACK 


El 1^ fro w> biiriHng gasoline on the fliglit deck wai s^L^on extiiigni the ship \vas fuliy operational next ilay 
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KAMIKAZE ATTACK 


BISMARCK SEA GOES DOWN 


The serJes 0 I ex on 

this oecttred an the tJSS 
BISI^AKCK oE Two 
Jim». .1^45 after 

she wm ^tit twh suieicie 
piafies* firdei^ were isgtiett to 
{ibandon ship and soon thei?e^ 
after -she turned orer and 
sattk. a flaming mass of white 
jmt inciah Many 
lo,st in the dar 
IteaAT sea. 


were. 


Simultaneously the U, S- S. 
LUNGA point was huming 
as. shown on the opposite 
page and the U, $. SARA- 
TOG A; ile^^ miles away ) re- 
port e»l slm J tad been hit hy 
fppr and three, 

Tim lauach- 

ed art aitaek of flftS^ planes 
frooi the mainland against 
the CVEV who were furttisli- 
in^ the air -support Jor the 
invasion of Two Jima. It was 
a bad night for the carriers.. 
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KAMIKAZE ATTACK 


lh6 ittvaa«iDn of Okinawa for i^6c l»y 
Into tlild makedhifL II 


g.toiifr o£ tiny ^^nUtrU K^raiua Retto a iiefore 

and a^iaplanej? and repair b»i« dfmng the operation, 

larhor calne two of three of the CFE’^s eaeli day to replenish tiieiV htmibg, aitimtmitioti, 
for thU loos Qperslion (95 d^y&( . lo hro or gix liQiirR they Were hack at se4 again^ Kerama 
lown a» **’Kawtikajte Corner” and Was iinder alrnost nightly attack by planes froni the Jap 


Suhs<H at Kerama Rello, whieh often the Siguar for ait ettehty air attack, 
seaplane acid a Oeslroyei* Kscoct ) are-seeh froin the deck of ihe earrier, 





K ERA M A RETT 0 - UN D E R THE E N EM Y'S NO S E 
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BonJhft "«re» "Invcw^^tl m 
iht; magassino^' inuring: 

' marmiij^ ai Rrrama 






KAMIKAZE ATTACK 


KERAMA RETTO 




AA arurrorkct |>arrage agaiiif)»l Jid|) plaii.es toming ill. jqst above tbe v^ater at Kerama Reltq. 


H«i». 
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ficloiv— J aivplafle^ Jut by A A, taUs ' nea r Ivva of our ‘ 
PBM seaplanes at anchor in Kerattra K«^t|a. , Xy ; , 


MSSi, 


Abilve — Jap bomb Jiits U. Sv ship :a^ Keraraa Retto^. ;4j 
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KAMIKAZE AHACK 



Tracer huUetg from A A guns dot the sky 


Jap plane crashes and 


Above — At the approach of enemy planes, small 
boats lay a smoke screen at Kerama Retto. 


Below— A CVE leaving Kerama Retto shoots down 
attacking Jap plane. 
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KAMIKAZE AFACK 


SUICIDE ATTACK ON U.S.S. SANGAMON 
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KAMIKaze attack 


Tlih* vicfw from t be HabjorUr 
looking up tNrnngb thcr Flight 
Dock shows part of tJie bole 
made by the Jap plane., 


X I le e^t plo?* i on it Iso .J> to % 

holes in the -siile nf 


SUICIDE ATTACK 
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KAMIKAZE- ATTACK 




A T^wrisl f/OT 40UU! 

All- I )l*? lf»aiJ<.> v '^ItQ 
ivjfl* ilM^if lit^ ter 
•V^y-4« t;, 
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A f A t'OAt A BA.V 

Tilt tf<u»iir ni' |)'Ui^jo ytJujuD ab^vc and lieiow 










AIR SUPPORT CONTINUES 


jRegarcJless of air attacks on the suicide 

planes, the coniiriuoiie air support for the troops 
on la fid must iiot be mterrup ted. CDiy after day 
hotlihers and fighters fratn tlie QVIp's fly in id the 
olijf?iTtiVe and; report the Cohirol 


OflJeer oil land. He selects a target for them 
and sends them in to add their fire power to the 
artillery and infantry fitof With h rockets, 

and etrafing attacks they furnish the air support 
whWh ie 90 necessary in modern warfare. 




These torpedo Imioher^^ to hi a»l enemy pQsjtions on Okina wa. May 2(V 1^45- fifty days after'DrDay 


Supply vessels, hospital ships.. ?md hundreds of oilier auxiliary craft stand off shore to perfornv the very intricate 
task of support and supply fA>f <au amphihious inva^iein,^ T Airfield.: Okinawa, in the foregro.iui^^ 
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THE GUN CAMERA TELLS :THE STORY 


Thift a Jay after an fey Wildcat fegliter, Tlus^ 

wasf tfu* RCC0»d kill of ]the daj lot a Squ|fiTon Con>inander^ and feid' ifeird kill in iwo days.' 

*''k\ iOvvV'^ ''--i-- • . . 





HOME TO ROOST 


A figiiler pilot ret urns? after 4 conibat patrol ovser l>'n Jlnta. The^ff : are 

liazardoiiif' l>ni the in their ^itr^dc., In n few min til ihsti pilot will hiake his 

repori to the; Intelligence LMfieer^^ Al dawn lie tnaV he off again ior the targets 
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OTjIVt'FfSI,! 


AIR-SEA RISeUE SERVICE 


(I ^ JkV) TVllfV Wa^r 5 rilV»< 

i'ani '<»i ^)kjria'va, WcrlK»f 

l> !.'io»-^ an*; <; hy»y oil I'rtll n rn^ 

xv^^iV: \i|> pHof* in 

t la,' . T lii- ; fJ'Uot hiul linie 

ii): ijol oa) lii^ itilil/Pr . hoal W 

>Oro bl5 ploxfif^ 3«tlkv 
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“Vk ell lire lo. tH of 

tiu' Atlacitie ahti^fluLmarine Wlio now is 

knociinjf diiw^n ?!«i|iV over Okinawa.. 


Flying antisubmarine patrol off ibe beachhead 
this TBM crew .spots^ a Jap ^ubmariiie on the 
surface and “sinks^ "^Nothing to it*\ say^ 


Bloods s the icing on the ciike, fnr a 
new fighter sqiiailron^ fvir vrh^ Okinawa wtis 
their operatrOjri aXter joining^ their E^coH 
Carrier. UrJ /W - . :■ - J. H L .AJ^ 


‘'Jiisl like thaC J gov him 
the IntelUgeneiSr Oificcr. S 
the ftredit, oXla m 


^saye■ 


►tie more 
















ABOVE AND BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY 


A Cotivoici»«Jy*or\ Ma<t «»u tlitr riisilil tictk uftei reiuiiiin^t U» L' 
eufi tirow yt«l Utit^e bttrjif'i i»prrui(kri 




S *''Ua^u^K i»jTU ih'* \ilvy rtiid Uqr|»£ 

«' V^n^Jf■l^C!^i t« tiiis Ma\t! J»r- 

<^i \ Kv 


.NaVOff Q' i‘'iU\r re»^'nf>Ui«- f ».*♦ M*mtV 

ill, I'H’, !»rro'i^* rt 4 Ti<lwrr .diVnri:;; fhr S^rconil Uati^ 
^<1 llfi 


liH*»»}; 


HE.*''' r . ■ ( 

‘ T .* ^ f 


Wtm 

'' ' 

iBs.;^ ■ 

m^' ‘ Jl 

:‘‘m0- 



. \ .• 


"/ 

Xl 


K'-' '*''‘'ij 

' » *"'i a 

Jr./. *;^J| 







LertMUoriies oa flt^rk nl’ »r» |:Jw«*or> <J^t':i*^** fiie^.t,*utation •'! a>varfc|ji tor k^-roibiu UuVuip 
Cjilt: Jf) ll»»: i" i<iow§/ |Vh*> oi* ilie invH>iifO»» ready to Sail Tmivi i'iuiri 

^".»kiDa.v.u: 


i il/e biiUfe of Ileyte 
ti'i (>»r ♦K^‘ inv^ision »>f 


Silver .Star tiufda I prv*cnieil uy a Clii/if Petty 
OITfeor for lieroie rpfWloH tlie Seeond 

fiatUe of the Philijtjihirr Sen. 


The Bronze Sfajr iiieda] ii- awarded for iirroie 
r-oriduef on an Escort Carrier vfiii*ing,l;|ie $erond 
Battle of the PUilippine Sea. 


AFTER THE B ATT 1,1 

SCENES ON lANDj 





Wy - 




A. yUItfj 2 fr 0n i.e Shfina^, iifaT Tl^ hr the 

{ioiiihardment of nit Biiriaee rratt “ 'Ivi 
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AFTER THE BATTLE-SCENES 


MOUNTA TN FORTRESS. 

The eFijif above pro- 

tlu!r Jap ^un 
phirefiieiil at the foot of 
AJl,- Siifiharhi oji Two 
Jima. Tliir' picture of the 
wrerk«H| >vas taktrtt ofi 

the hW* flay ~ of the Iwo 

28 lh 1 Vt»fipi^ R<?^iinent hat- 

tledf; 

V merh sirt 

flaji on ihe riin of the rra- 


A Jap eaV^? ofi Two Jimav 
The If iqn y cf eviee? in i he 
Attleaiiie roek thw istarnl 
o fTcre ft htea I p r o t e <* t i o n 
fur t he defeTiften*. One hy 
one thOrte eave> had t<» he 
taken with hayone^^^^ fiand 
^rcoafi^ft awl |i h1i m* 1 1 1 row- 
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ARER THE BATTLE — SCENES ON LAND 


SUICIDE BOATS 


This hoBl in aii 

artiBcial caTt* at Kcraina 
Retio is bnc of several 
hiiridretl ■vyhicii wt?re held 
irt readiness for the eniii- 
injf of onr invasion torec!?. 
They i? a r r ie d a d i l h 
charge on a rack at the 
.%lcrn of the hour. The siti- 
citie pilots of thm' hoat? 
^ere 1 rained to hring iht'nr 
ah»hgsi«le: o o r j « v a s i o n 
craft atuf drop their depth 
charge?* The powci: of our 
naval and air altatk de?- 
troye<| titost of tliein hei 
fore they were launidted 
and no a|>prei'iaMc da«v 


ugG ^vas 
weapon. 


Jap harge Cainnuflagctl at 
Okinawa. 


t A" ^ \ w 

V' 


A ' 


III .A 
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ARER THE battle ~ SCENES ON LAND 


CamoiiOu^eci bad! revet- 
itt<?n^ aloAg a *treapi at 
DLina^a. This Scett© 
tjp'iral j>f the 0kinav?8ii 
eoiintrvajdci 


jap straw' ilUiUmy plane on 
TCatiena Airtielcl, Okiiia wa, 
designed Id , the, 

of boinbiiig and strafing 
attavkw. 


SA- , ■ - 














1 /. ja 







5Pjv> 
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no niasg surrert^er$ on jlie 

Pacific fniiii. linprciaiafcd W'ltli the 

Biu^biflo ^^pijritj. fnow of the japs 

tored aUjeMe to liecoirtiifg prisoner#; 

Some of the encfily,^ lioiiveycK cli»r«K? to 
live rather il»an liie for Ibc Eiupcror 
Tht'jt i>Hc looicj* I'mplaCghlc. hut he §iir- 
ret»4eteil o« ll!^ i^landi of Kerania Reltp, 


A group of fourioen Japapfi^ solflier^ 
tired of the .fight eame climbing out of 
the bushes to. ^ve.jhetn«eK*fei» 

upv: hfhviptpily far from ile^itute 
carried ‘immej'V 
tooib hnishea; fobiii . pbw* 
fkr;^'|>Uotbgr'aphs arid eigat^tte 






%4 




o 









IzeCHiy' 


PRISONERS OF WAR 




4aie,rica« carlooii- 
>wM‘ar T^jirit^pfion at fbe 
J^p*' v‘fj<U!ry 

^•aits far ii*f^rru)4aii*ta 

b V Ta» I hCi‘crB; 


,i\ Marhie G>ip^ lalkiB 

With Iftea ntflivtf Wha 

artv aiii4tiSjiariii;p iFirr j 

iht? itaty 

IhAtiJv- ' . 









Tinie ex|iV)<tUic tw anlviuWrafl 
fire tiur|«j( h;f4^ ait 

Vooian 

&otri iiir arai^laiul 
0f f*cctjrr<?4 

a IriiQ^i 41 » glu i t a^a J lift* 

«ffr at 

- ' •' c\ ■v'/.;.,-..^.r.x;--v 



•', .pri^iflalffcm-. ,'-^- 

u-NtvFRs'T^r'jy^^ 









^{\ F(»uT JUBI‘ S?SAKF ^;iUJU) n\ OJvlNAV;^^. IrQoji^ n^hun 

'tHiirjrrim>» iimt *Jt‘ii«Uy |»oisonuii.'- llaUitj £iOt fiHJinji ijiH' vs 


Maviiie ]i»«rrl»er:t Jo a thriMnji L 
lua^uziiios ar<? still in use 


hi»p liiWn lA’c^ru jirfii-. Mie‘ anil jjp 


iimmHHii 

Bmi 

i 

■iiii 

Hnnngii 

in 








WOUNDED EVACUATED BY AIR 


Al iwn Jim« a Flight 
comforts a Ayoiwicd Mariirc, 
VvIiUe ail ijlO airfield 

•for a transport plane;: Two 
^ome ol. ihe Uci»V+ 
ioM fight ing of the Paeifii^i; 
war 18 taking place. 0 .t S> 
t raops hold only the south 
end of the inland. Heavy eas- 
iialtied oh Itvo Jiina were 
evaeoated to Guam by air. 




Transport planes landed dhd 
took ;olT every, half liourV 



jric;r il H 





OcriPijjral Jo^ijph Slili^irefl Seecpt- 
iiig the »uiTeiitler ot' the Japa- 
{»>rce^ on Gkitjawa ffjad 
other of the Ryitkpia 

on Scptemhet 7, 1945. foh 
lowed fbo aiirrendei: cetejnonlo* 
in Tokyo JBay on Septemhor 2nd. 


Hraftiinnttprw Sp«tij Armu 




^urrcn5er 


irn trmtorinttft. urtih ihr 
4.urcin6<'r w IfBpfrmt <^*nwnn«. 

iiV . w ■; 1945. hrj>^ /srowif^ r#»^r 

Wfffj^rr pf llif Ur|u^U»i» tw hViiiU>ini|, IMuin^AFtn 

5fl NoriK i!Jfi fe»t ; l«<nrr 59'K9^^^ 

U i\>tb I5i: U*t , f 5 }^rik i>f tpi) - thf nrr 

30 fv6rih 5! >0 . thiiiti f» jaittf of erUiu 


■ ' dfliA^p* vK»i^V.'‘ 

. ■■■■ ■ '. ■'!4«I , ' ■ • 


4r«nKndi'i^rr' yft»'u»A#>t A'mw^ 
A»f)i*fn4 




^.fur A6m»r*F' 

Y D(nn»ouOf'r #*wO 

. \«nami 


'''' » iM , ': ,. 

•cwrrol . IbiiieA n*^ 

ifamrotfMnn^t ■ ’ 






upjr^ps^ orMj. 


FUN ON A FLATTOP 


uwy \m}Ai{D. 

if«? Lint*’ 

aib iit?Li all oi^r 

ihe 


(he :W0lhJ 
Lx^nnhir Eym ht Willi iran ii^ tilter« 
tti/o day of tt'l&dliuw uml fim for 

•il?V4^irVon^' .../;: ^ 


k iog yafFxcig >0 

t#v^lvfc lj«vy tlic 

(RiliatW'A <it .tht^ Iriwl^ Polliwogt 
ic^ vvhnUv k tIip fi/:5« irit(i 



Hr ' ' • 

fei* 


C-Tl ■ 1" ' - 
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Hrtl! 

KBSSil 
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CROSSING 
THE> LINE 


TU»» Riiyai^Bi^rJif^c |jrifji)ts;“^ 
aki*#*. fttis fv^rj^ ,*yirVr 

'ViH Hv 

V> U A \ a f fn>i»rt iim) 4 


T V Baby i?iya>'yy. i'> <ft 
wjilv a 





Th,JT Wvvrni Pai ifir h fine i'ov rWJniuiif4/> luil o<'eu>if«a« tik^' ikii- aJv rnrc iii wnrtimr 


jvt iliji’ iiuwr (rivptfjav aiUk'ti«: ihe ifasie^t’ uaiiu* to j%l;iy un »hipbtfHr<i. TI»tf **K*' 

Vrtt/:»r.. 4t*> iki’’ Vu^n^ar’ liull rnjirt. 












These sin^i rig wait prs^^ are five pilot* lurnerl oiileftainers to sereirade the crew at a Clir»>*tma’< Jiarty 


Boxing inatrhes siipply eitterlaiiii^ widle ihe.i'arrief: is at^ artcliof at Ulilh.i follwinig Uic Luzon eauipaigti, 




FUN ON A FLATTOP 


RESERVE 


puc of tlic latluAh Ha ving on a w»rs»liip. 
t h i« ^\^num*k vvr vm tiped 

great li^r (ship was 

tiic enyy d^ ' , 

Taokei'^ tin*? y for fMel- 

ill" t»p<^r«tio|i^ kt i«pHi wf.*re ^ipry rrrtielV iiaiprefi^Ofl 
to t^re a'H oflficor pfiyioaliy roryp^poo^^ 

dciice to tlVE^ OR the tahkef, 

only 40 fppi awaj, thy raH to the Jfirst 

white it/rl Romany raottifo^; 


rial Were aAked. the stgnklrnan on the 

eirtier ‘*per?onar* nrersagc? front 

U«* ’iipialmati oTf (he oiler. ^Does eht: hnye a: 
ehapeWin'?^ ^\\re they pulling AVaves on all 
jjiip*^. now: or jiJ'^t .rarrieris.i'*!, '■*D1»I ynlv haVe-fn 
iMiifd q Jtvt gel M>rne 

avea fin^:qnr:^.Hhjp A ; 

RepHed :rfih tanker 

no pJavo for •^lafiyA . *■ 


Alfiiottgh W offi- 


FUN ON A FLATTOP 


THE WOMEN’S RESERVE 


The U. S. S. MARCUS ISLAND received the following Speed Letter from Com- 
mander Air Force Pacific, after leaving Pearl Harbor for the war zone. As the 
carrier sailed past the Administration Building wdien leaving port the Wave 
yeoman had been observed among the men standing at attention on deck. 



UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
AIR FOTCE, aCIFIC FLEET 

Serial: 11160 

Date: 28 HAT 

1945 

SPEEDIETTEN 

FROM: 

COMAIRPAC. 

TO : 

CO, USS MARCUS ISLAND (CVE-77). 

SUBJECT: 

UNAUTHORIZED PASSENGERS. 


!• YOUR ATTENTION IS INVITED TO ARTICLE 116, U.S. 

NAVY REGUIATIONS. 

2 . OBSERVERS REPORTED THAT THE MARCUS ISLAND PRE- 
SENTED A VERY HiPOSING SIGHT WHEN STANDING OUT OF PORT* MEN 
IN RANKS APPEARED SMART AND ORDERLY* HOWEVER, A REPORT WAS 
RECEIVED, AND CONFIRMED VISUALLY BY OBSERVERS FRCM THIS HEAD- 
QUARTERS, THAT A WAVE WAS IN RANKS WITH THE MEN. 

3. THE ORIGINATOR VIEWS WITH GRAVE ALARM THE 
ATTITUDE OF A COMMANDING OFFICER IN PERMITTING A VIOLATION 
OF THE NAVY REGUUTIONS, ESPECIALLY SO WHEN THE WOMAN HAS 
SUCH BIG FEET. 


B* L* BRAUN, 

Assistant Chief of Staff 


Copy to: 

COMCARDIV-24. 

COMESCARFORPAC. 


Original from 
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UNfVERStTY' 0^ .VICHIGAN 


FUN ON A FLAHOP 


Liberty pa rljy going as'hcrre at Alaniis* ifi the Adnirrally Ii»lan<I.s This most cberislied of mU privileges wa» a rare 
occurrence during combat operaliom;; Long mbuflis of steaming af. sea affordefT' lilt recreation for ilic men^ 
but when it came. Uiey made th^ liitviit of it. ; 





Coconuts, sand and water at FiDj^cliliavesi^ New Guinea. 


Officers from a CVE buying souvenirs in Paiigp Pango. 




MOe MOC 










je* 

It 



l li*^ l»i‘iitUili't|l \illi»^‘\ « Mil 
I hi! iiurttMV i4iftut i*f M<>|§: 
wliirh la Jiarl «f ilitr iiiull of 
I lillii, jir#-ui rtiH'hfjrtatftr 

umi iiuHiiii^ ha^e 5M«Hkw^’V 
ol Uvi^m, T>ii> vUfejje MHi* 
takrji >>ycr jt> iJ 
4»r0 tlH OilViii 




•f" f'-'' 'ri< .’T-^ 

V' «m »i 









i 


* .i.r ■• ■ 




■ '^ :^C.^;lM, -U ;: ■ Q 


rb» ' «a» i vt ^Vuili'iiav ?*il 
Mm-i i> i loW 
1:^n]yirc^jrt4*. »ify^ tOfi> 

flu-m-. .irt /<nir>?l4»lk 

1 1 . vfiUi) !;> i-'i wTth: 

iikeV ili u 

Th^ >vu^ iiAjtr/i 

fUfrtTVki^ i*tr ill*' 
i>4>v*, yii th»- .Tt/iViv»;*. irik*i.; 


itti 



Rciweeii iuiasious. ofikcr-!* aicii mur tw»i ififH ja^^Kort^. ba 5b<7 of Vlog Vlbg, wUil^* ih#? tlcbl 

anclibrod al Ulillii. Herr; thgi*) ffunblif fi-ovb \V>'^ »<\vioi>iUU^,, |»)dy€<i «oflimlU liMiit<*iJ 

for sea sbelJs or saninleil few •pfx‘iin!«n'^ of tbe bre^vprV art. 






fjliprty on the SWxiar at LeVlf* GuIC^ Phili|#|iiri^ Islands, 

ar^ 'sfraw hilts and lirjfijp .^ainlah fc»*^ the ^rl back hnijir^f -)0JIK>0 


This looks too jiiifod to he (rd^ but it%; the bathing beach at GnWt Pacific Fleet Hea<lqiiar!ej>< 
The girls are Armc a«id ^ aiul. American Red Cross girU- Many easualtie^r Iroih Uvo 
Jtino and Okinawa %erc: hr<?h^jhi here for rest aiid eon i . 
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.tiWfVERSiT: 


A \a>‘y ^i|iia,<irc>n on a, iZV E; liiaw 
cijmfrlele*! ttw4r>ix mohih^ lour 
of iluty Hm} lia^ ijppii relirv^rd by 
^niit Krr sicfifailt'oiu af 

boiifa lit tlio air ovor the a ant 
ex jianvfb of 1 he Paci fic aod 1 roj)- 
ical juntsfe^ liasi eurfje<f for Them 
a re?'!. They are heiideAl hditic 
%ilh luufi.y ihfeor a l iTMT«:v 
lion#, and t-rcilit fnr a Iniifc li^t 
of Jh|» plaiie^ ♦ie>i roved, ItV 4 
hajjpy t^reo' of fijrhiiiig men; 

ELL OONEl fo all handi,/' 







194$^ Tire J .^tirreuder oii the U, S. i?. AllSij'iil ?! 5 1 ift T<>k; 


Sepi^njher 

Iiav» Th^ ia|is i^rtr^r hoasted ihej would dictate {teace lerwis* iij thi*/V^,hitv 
J'apanc^!**; Torci|j^ Mihiater Sbjgeioit/^^^ Emperor m Cciorr/l !Vtar- 

-^Vi'fhtir bmadeaii^is tte , . 


Fo I low ihg 1 lu* J a|i aiicjae *uif ren* 
dec llie. l'>cort .CaeTjeF^^^ 
tite evachatb>ti;Of Britiih^ Ditfcli, 
Fremdis Ah»'lraliao arid Amerh- 
oair stthUcr« and aailorj< w'ho 
loive Ih»oii prisorter* of f he iap®- 
Here a CV E i.*? at anchoi: 
ill Nagasaki Harbor, with, the 
JiOftpiia) aliij) HAV’^Fj|S' id the 
•h'^ianca 



K'smjfl 



t 




JAPAN 


PRISONERS SET FREE 


aiJtl !»Aik>rK vvUo 
Ficjciii pmuner? tif tJic 

wji fttf- ^inl t^vaV' 

UarcimW ;T^Ky a 4 .i*Vl <o 

^a>il^^fl^‘l1J:f4pil^^fy■ ^v.lio 

bav»:» uuir^rc'iateil 


Si rf'tt^ier ahil dt l»er 

-it'k and ifijcirfcit arc 
i*a r rie4 aboard U. tjihipA 

«i Wakanoiira,; japan, at 
the enira«ee to the Inland 
Sea.-.,: ’, 


Rfdoafcd tVum Ja(»anc*>fe prisan?; 
ihe>e men 'Stroll on Uiirdeek^ o 
a t!V£ >vhije ihe hnfihUi 
H A V R?V in the di^tauee . t a ke« 
rare di t hdKe needhi m»'«{ioa i 
attenliofi. Some of ihcho imett 
havi" heth prwonvih for alitjost 
fowr yearv** 





The lioaul Hitr J c o I i n e at 
akaaaara. at the eatranee 
U> the Jnlanii Sea. Berau'?e 
f lie efM ranee hail been uiUieti 
by the Ja|>* amJ by Anieri^n 
It wars not safiK far 
tJ, S, 'Warships, lo' eater tlit\ 
Inlanijl Sea. Released Allied 
|»risdneVs of wjAr from the 
Osaka area werc% therefore, 
evacHaleti at WakanoutA. 


A liberty party from au Es- 
cort Carrier ^et their tirsl 
glimpse of Japan at Waka* 
noma. The CV EV furnished 
air pfoterfiop io the hospital 
.sltip^t and ir^txtrporii? av>i»;peii 
ti? itred b»r evaeiiallon of 
I nbed -Naiiun* pr boners: 







Aitt'r- tliiiliy fiKififli^ ^ at' s^a liie^^e C^VE iit^ri ^t*l ai*lifo re iir Japan. Tlicy s^taiHJ in 
ff«>ni of a J apanage vsli^ aJ Wakaiinura. Tliic>' have eotiie U» tlic etiti of the 
long and winding ff»ad io V’lotor|>* m ihe Pacific.. 5oon their Carrier will 'jiail 
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